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NOTICE TO THE FIRST EDITION. 



The youth of the Individual as well as of 
Society is essentially the poetic period. Feel- 
ing is then strong, and imagination fervid ; 
the pictorial, whether from pen or pencil, 
largely possesses the power to captivate; 
figures are viewed as facts, and a simile has 
all the force of an argument. This principle 
has, to a vast extent, guided the pens of all 
who have laboured for the Rising Genera- 
tion ; the appeal has been to the eye rather 
than to the reasoning faculty. Such, too, 
is the principle on which the ingenious 
Author of the following pages has founded 
his close and pungent, but very affectionate 
and evangelical appeals. Starting with the 
idea ot a momentous ^oaxn^e^ ^x^-vij^ ^ 
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dangerous country, he goes on to multz/?/^ 
figure upon figure, and to heap one illua 
tration upon another, till he reaches tk- 
close, when his collected sections constitute 
a harmonious whole, full of truth, love, and 
wisdom. There was abundant room for such 
a publication, and it has been worthily occu- 
pied. The publication is eminently calcu- 
lated to be of use to the Rising Race, and 
its extensive circulation cannot fail to be 
followed with the happiest results. The MS. 
was originally transmitted for the Christian's 
Penny Magazine^ but, from its magnitude, 
as well as its merit, we recommended sepa- 
rate publication. 

JOHN CAMPBELL, 

Editor of the Christian Witness. 



London, May 2Ut, 1856. 



NOTICE TO THE SECOND EDmON 



" I AM the WAY, the truth, and the life," 
says Jesus. To illustrate and enforce this 
sublime declaration has been the great object 
of Mr. Smith's useful life ; and while he has 
been honoured, as a faithful minister of the 
Gospel, to bring many souls to Christ, we 
feel assured that no labourer in the vineyard 
can more honestly acknowledge that the 
" treasure " is in the " earthen vessel," that 
the "excellency of the power may be of 
God." 

The Preface to the First Edition, by Dr. 
Campbell, so clearly and so eloquently de- 
scribes the character of the book, that it 
onlv remains for me to add a few lines, at 
"the request of the Author, by way of intro- 
duction to the Second Edition, ^\i!^.\,c> ^-x:^'^^^^ 



ay well be designated " unerring/ 
all its counsels are based on the ! 
3velation and the book of Christiai 
ice, while the inquirer is ever 
• the counsel of the Holy Spiri' 
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INTRODUCTION. 

A Guide is a person or thing tliat serves to direct 
in any matter. For instance : teachers of various 
kinds, the press, a railway time-table, the com- 
pass, a landmark, a finger-post, a map, the name 
at the entrance of a street, the number on a 
dwelling, a lantern, the driver of a coach or en- 
gine, the conductor of parties from one place or 
land to another, are all guides. In fact, many 
individuals and ob^cts are rendered such in some 
way, and at special periods. The blood on the 
doorposts directed the Destroying Angel as to the 
houses he was to pass over. The cloudy pillar 
by day and the pillar of fire by night, which 
went before the children of Israel, guided them 
in the way wherein they should go. The scarlet 
line Rahab bound in her window marked out the 
family the Hebrew hosts were to spare. The re- 
port of the little captive maid served t^ \sft.^ 
l^aamaD to the prophet Eliska lo "^"Vi'Si^^^ v>fl\^ 
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leprosy. The star which appeared in th& ^ 
conducted the wise men to the infant Sax?7^e^j 
The traitor's kiss was a guide to those who ^^^^^ 
Jesus. The answer Paul gave the inquiri:^::^^ 
gaoler led him to the dear Redeemer for salvatic^/?. 
Indeed, there is no telling the ways in which men 
and things prove directors to others. 

On guides we are much more dependent than 
at first appears. We require guidance in feeding, 
walking, speaking, behaving, reading, writing, 
trading, journeyiog— and, indeed, in all that per- 
tains to our present good. Do you know how to 
eat and drink, ait and walk, read and write, 
speak and act ? You owe the knowledge to your 
tender parents and kind tutors. But for their 
instructions you would have manifested consum- 
mate ignoranoe in attending to affairs the most 
simple, and now attended to by you with the 
greatest ease and propriety. Are you thinking 
of preparing for the active duties of life ? You 
must submit to the tuition of those who have 
learned to disqharge them aright, or you will not 
succeed. Have you to leave home for a locality 
unknown to you ? What inquiries you have to 
make as to the road you should take, and how 
carefully you are obliged to follow directions, lest 
by swerving in the least therefrom you may be 
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thrown miles out of your way ! The truth is, 
we cannot attain unto efficiency in anything ex- 
cept some one direct us. Erom our cradle to our 
grave we are necessitated to depend on others for 
guidance^ would we get comfortably through the 
world. 'Not do we less need guiding in relation 
to our future well-being. This, no doubt, will 
become more evident as we proceed. The ques- 
tion in the passage from Jeremiah iii., 4, is ad- 
dressed to the young. While attempting to en- 
force it, may the Holy Spirit afford his assistance, 
for the sake of Christ's merit and mediation, and 
unto him shall be the glory and to you the 
benefit. 



^^ 
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PART I. 

A GUIDE, DEAR YOUNG PEOPLE, YOU UNQUBSTION- 

ABLY NEED. 

You hx/ce before you a momentous journey. This 
life is a journey. You commence it at your birth, 
you proceed with it while living, and terminate 
it in death. There are no delays. You go on 
and on, until you reach its close. One day de- 
parts, and another, and soon a year is gone ; and 
thus year after year imperceptibly glides away, 
till your existence here is ended. On earth you 
have no fixed abode. You are hastening to an 
eternal home, which lies beyond the tomb. As a 
traveller's way may be separated into inches, 
feet, yards, and miles, your life may be divided 
into moments, hours, days, weeks, months, and 
years ; as he is borne over the ground by convey- 
ance or on foot, ycfti are carried through life by 
the wheels of time or the rapid strides of disease ; 
as he passes from place to place until he reaches 
his destination, you pass from one stage of being 
to another, till you arrive at your destined end ; 
and as the scenery is continually varying while 
he moves along, all around you is perpetually 
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changing as you advance. If such he your pre- 
sent state, is it not rightly denominated a journey ? 
It is so viewed in the sacred oracles. Jacoh 
speaks of his life as a pilgrimage ; David calls 
himself a sojourner ; Peter exhorts Christians as 
stransrers and pilgrims ; and Solomon styles the 
conduct of the wicked a path. 

On the manner in which the journey is pursued 
depends your everlasting destinies. Every day 
you live is a step towards a hlessed or a woful 
eternity. The course you now run will either 
conduct you up to heaven or lead you down 
to hell. Between these is no other world. 
Beyond the grave stand the celestial city, with 
its many mansions of permanent hlessedness, and 
the dark dungeon, with its numerous cells of 
endless torment. Search the Scriptures, and you 
will see from the highest authority that this life 
will introduce you to another far superior or 
greatly inferior, and that its superiority or its 
inferiority will arise out of the mode in which 
you spend your present existence. To convey 
this idea, several familiar but forcible comparisons 
are employed. Our general tenor of living on 
earth is spoken of as the pursuing of a career 
which will prove introducloiy Vi «l "^^t^^Xn^^ ^^ 
bliss or woe — as the per£oiami^ol'\iow«» ^'^'^ 
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which, through eternity, befitting wages will be 
paid — as » sowing of seed, from which shall here- 
after be gathered a harvest the same in kind and 
quantity. Mark the following passages : " Enter - 
ye in at the strait gate ; for wide is the gate and 
broad is the way that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat : because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." 
"Beholdj I come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be." '* Be not deceived ; God is not 
mocked : for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. Por he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption ;. but he that 
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 
everlasting." Then the life you live here will 
uot merely give the dye to the life you shall live 
hereafter, but will, as we hope in due time to 
show, regulate, in no trifling degree, the present 
and future state of others coming within your 
influence. If, therefore, consequences so big and 
far-reaching will accrue from the line of conduct 
you may now pursue, can that line of conduct be 
viewed otherwise than as most momentous ? Oh, 
who can ponder those consequences without being 
impressed with the vast importance that attaches 
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to everj step of life, and be most anxiously con- 
cerned to be directed by the Preserver of men 
eVen in the smallest daily matters ! 

Tour path lies through a perilous country. The 
amusements of the land of your pilgrimage are 
inviting. Often are they got up on the most 
extensive, alluring, costly scale, and seldom fail 
to excite, meet, and strengthen the desires of 
your fallen nature. Many of these, though per- 
fectly innocent in themselves, are so blended with 
others of a perilous character, that it is hardly 
possible to share in the former without being 
drawn into the latter. Just as a bird, which 
may in its flight approach within the range of 
the serpent's gaze and become fascinated, will 
lutter, fall, and be devoured ; so not a few of the 
oung, venturing within the glare of the vanities 
^ the world, become charmed, struggle, comply, 
id are ruined. A youth left his parents' roof 
' a situation in a large town in the ^orth of 
gland. There he became attracted by the 
times generally encouraged in such places, 
gularities and excesses gradually followed. 
1 his vices laid the foundation of consump- 
Too weak to work he returned home, but 
to pine away and die. The T^lQA.vq^%V^a:^rvs^% 
apprised that he "would noVi xeo«^«t> «»Sw 
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being solicitous about his everlasting ^vel 
begged the writer's attendance. The request 
immediately complied with. In the course 
conversation he manifested entire insensibilit- 
his own guilty, polluted, lost condition, ant 
Christ's willingness and ability to save him, j 
a total indifference to everything said calculs 
to awaken his sense of the one and to prompt ] 
to take advantage of the other. Every attei 
to arouse his conscience from its lethargy pro 
abortive. Considerations the most weighty, 
very anxiously urged, had no influence on 
mind. Neither the great and precious prom 
nor the distinct and tremendous threatening 
the sacred oracles— neither the boundless C( 
passion nor the dreadfol wrath of Almighty < 
— ^neither the perpetual joys of heaven nor 
ceaseless woes of hell, could move him. A 
or two prior to his death, when asked if he wc 
like the visitdr to pray with him, he repl 
'* No ; it is no use." As he lived so he expi] 
By his own follies and sin he was hurried to 
grave at five-and-twenty, and before his Ma] 
without godly sorrow for transgression or faitl 
Jesus, through whom alone he could secure 
acquittal. Whsi a melancboly end I This, h< 
ever, ib not a rare case, sad a& \l m«^ ^ 



I 






i; 



^at'e oj.* • """sfeoti^ Procure eaMt? ^""''•d 
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their erer arriving at the abodes of blisg. Some 
time ago an awful instance of this kind oame 
under the author's notice. Hearing of the serioos 
illness of a neighbour, he called, and to his grief 
perceived her heart to be wholly set on seoular 
affitirs, although on the very borders of the gtare, 
both as to HicknesB and age. Coneldering her 
circumstances, a more anxious person cannot well 
be imagined. Scarcely ooold her attention be 
turned from temporal to spiritual things before 
it was baok again, though she had bU that was 
really needful for her oomfort. Nor were suc- 
ceeding attempts more fortunate. Finding herself 
waxing worse, she sought the visitor's opiniou of 
her case. Having attended many in consumption, 
and being convinced she was suffering ftom the 
like malady, he intimated that recovery could 
not be expected, pointed out the terrible conse- 
quence of dying unpardoned and nnsanctified, and 
pressed her to exercise repentance toward God 
and faith in our Lord Jeaus Chnet without delay, 
as the last oiemy might be near. About two 
days after she was a corpse. Hardly had she 
received the warning from the messenger of 
mercy ere she was arrested by the king of terrors. 
Towards the close, the Son of Mkn came suddenly 
and at an hour when she looked not for him, and 



doubtless found her entirelj clearing to sublunary 
objects. How grievous that she should have 
settled down here> and made that her portion 
which was merely intended to refresh her on the 
road to the " inheritance which is incorruptible 
and undefiled^ and that fadeth not away 1" Yet 
most are thus acting. They are making abundant 
provision for the poor, perishing body, but none 
at all for the precious, undying soul. To gratify 
their sensual appetites they are not slow ; but to 
cultivate their head and improve their heart they 
utterly forget. The day tenement they will do 
aU they possibly can to prop up and beautify ; but 
the spirit that inhabits it they seek not in the 
least to enlighten, purify, and save. 0, what 
consummate folly 1 When snatched from their 
earthly possessions and carnal delights, and 
hurried to a world where they will be ever ex- 
posed to the gnawings of the worm that dieth 
not, and to the vengeance of the fire which can 
never be quenched, how astounded will they be 
at their own foolishness in having provided for 
time and not for eternity ! Be on your guard, 
lest treading in their steps you miss the way to 
your heavenly Father's house and perish eter- 
nally. 
Then, the country is infeatei WOa. x^Jv^^^'*^- 
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They are so numerous, you cannot proceed 
without being stopped by some of them. Tl 
object is to plander you of your peace, your re 
tation, your hopes, your health, your life, y 
immortal felicity, and unfading honour. ' 
means they use are the most varied, sub 
insinuating, and effective. Repeated failures ' 
not dishearten or daunt them, nor signal defi 
put them to flight. If foiled in their attem] 
and forced to fall back or flee, they will speet 
come up again by another pass, more thoroug 
equipped for their deeds of darkness. To bi 
about their base ends, they will withhold si 
from their eyes, put on the garb of religion, r 
their brain, adopt much fair speech, skilfi 
employ their pen, be swift of foot, nerve ti 
arm, spend their wealth, and hazard body 
spirit. If they cannot spoU you of your goods 
compulsion, they will by insidiousness. Like 
the thief sometimes watches for a passage into 
house he intends to rob, that he may introd 
a little fellow to open to him when all is favc 
able, so they look out for an inlet to your bre 
that they may lodge a feeble, sinful thought, 
admit them as soon as circumstances are au 
cious. About the middle of the summer of IF 
the author was sent for to the only apartme 
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a deeply afiiicted family. On one side of the 
room was the disconsolate, widowed mother, 
stretched on the bed of languishing, with a scanty, 
miserable covering, and almost the bare sacking to 
lie on ; at the other side lay upon a bed, made up 
on two or three adjusted boxes, a daughter, twenty 
years of age, in the last stage of decline ; and in 
the centre sat a younger girl, exhausted with wait- 
ing upon the sick parent and dying sister, giving 
vent to her feelings in floods of tears. The 
visitant's attention was specially directed to the 
diseased young creature. In the course of the 
interview, it was discovered that she had been . 
trained in the Wesleyan Sabbath-school, that the 
truths she there heard had frequently produced 
strong convictions, that she had been led, 
through ungodly associates, to stifle them, and 
even to shun the school, her teacher and 
fellow scholars, the house of God, and every- 
thing tending to promote their continuance and 
growth ; and that the recollection of having thus 
acted was so distressing she knew not what 
to do. Such, in fact, was the anguish felt, that 
Aer lamentations more than once quite interrupted 
l>oth remarks and prayer. For a time the im- 
^•ression that her iniquities were too aggravated to 
Vie forgiven could not be remo'v^^, Taa Ts^sst^ 



le ; Dui by keeping before her the suiiioie 
blood of Christ, Gbd's Son, to cleanse fi 
I, and the readiness of the atoning Laml 
the vilest who solely rely on him for 
ion, distrust ultimately gave place to co 
, despondency to hope, fear to tranquil! 
levoted instructor, whom she had avoic 
^hose instructions she had slighted, 
isly desired, but she could not attend, 
id left the town. While in health, 8< 
derstanding having arisen between 
T and herself, she could not rest u 
out of her bed and put into her mothc 
she furnished the most unquestionable pr< 
ret at the difference which had occurred, • 
1 her parent, obtained the assurance of 
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uaefally and happily, and died in unbroken peace 
and complete triumph. 0, beware of bad com- 
pany ! Nothing is more to be dreaded. Youths 
are in imminent danger from this quarter. What 
with their own downward tendency, utter inex- 
perience, exceeding credulity, and lively anticipa- 
tions, and the special assailments, ''much fair 
speech," insinuating manners, and fine promises 
of seducers, they are sure to be laid hold of if not 
extremely cautious and yery prayerful. Once 
captured destruction is certain, excepting grace 
prevent. While Jehovah declares that " the 
companion of fools shall be destroyed," he, in the 
most varied and energetic terms, dissuades from 
every degree of intimacy with the godless, and 
from whatever might prove an inlet or a tempta- 
tion to it. " Enter not," he says, " into the path 
of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil 
men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and 
pass away. For they sleep not, except they have 
done mischief; and their sleep is taken away, 
unless they cause some to fall. Por they eat the 
bread of wickedness, and drink the wine of 
violence." Heed his cautioning voice, and venture 
not to associate with any known to be living 
without piety. Give them not the least encour- 
agement Never mind a en'^^t, "^^b *bcw^x ^^ 
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scorn, or even despiteful usage. Only *' endaro^ 
as seeing Him who is invisible/' and they will 
not merely withdraw, but think and speak in your 
favour. Why, a workman who ridiculed an ap- 
prentice for reading his Bible, and who tried in 
vain to get him to take a stroll on the Sabbath 
instead of appearing in the courts of the Lord's 
house, was overheard speaking in his praise for 
not yielding to the scoffs and temptations; and the 
very master who told that same lad that he did 
not like religions boys, as they were unfit for 
business, fk'eely offered to lend him money, if 
needed, to assist in prosecuting his studies with a 
view to the Christian ministry, and kindly kept 
open his situation for him some time, in case he 
should be unsuccessful. ''Who is he that will 
harm you, if ye be followers of that which is 
good V ** When a man's ways please the Lord, 
he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with 
him." Have God to superintend you and your 
affairs, and the pious for your acquaintances. 
Or, in other words, ** Trust in the Lord with ell 
tbine heart ; and lean not unto thine own under- 
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge him." 
** Walk in the way of good men, and keep the 
paths of the righteous." Do this, and you shall 
never be moved. The Highest will preserve your 
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foot from being taken, direct your steps, and 

establish all your goings. 

*' Peace shall attend tlie path you go, 
And light your steps surround." 

You will receive every requisite mercy, grow 
wise, and inherit glory. 

You have a dangercms and intimate companion. 
The heart is deceitful. By the heart is meant 
the internal affections and emotions. They may 
be thus designated; because just as the heart 
in the body is the seat of animal life, so 
the affections give the character of an irreli- 
gious or religious life, and because the heart 
is less or more excited when they are in full 
exercise. Its character is described by the in- 
spired penman, Jeremiah. " The heart," he says, 
''is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked : who can know it ? " The history of 
men of every nation and period abundantly proves 
the correctness of this description. All the de- 
ceptions mankind have practised on themselves 
and on each other are to be traced up to it. The 
long catalogue of crimes which the annals of 
individuals and peoples contain has long been 
furnished by its treachery. " Out of the heart," 
says Christ, '' proceed evil thoughts, adultervQ«^t<y^- 
moatioDB, m orders, thefts, coveXjoxxsKy^^^ ^\^&^- 
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ness, deceit^ laBciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness." To attain its own base pur- 
poses, it scruples not to resort to impositions 
laden with the most disastrous consequences U 
its possessor and to others. It will flatt.er him 
by magnifying his virtues ; it will blind his eyes 
by presenting to his view the pleasures of sin 
it will lull his conscience to sleep, by extenuating 
his iniquities, by assuring him they will not h 
discovered, by persuading him God is too grea 
to notice them or too merciful to take vengeanc( 
on them, or by promising him the opportunity o 
amendment; it wiU embitter his mind agains 
the saving truths of the Gospel, by filling hin 
with self-righteous notions ; it will prevent hin 
from engaging in Jehovah's service, by impressiuj 
him with the idea he is a hard master, reapiu; 
where he has not sown, and gathering where h< 
has not strawed ; it will keep him from lodginj 
the slightest suspicion against itself, though h* 
may discern the artfulness of many of his neigh 
hours, and be suspicious of them to excess, ant 
from criminating it, although he may be guilt; 
of the worst of vices ; it will, if he happen b; 
any means to be aroused to a sense of his tranr 
gressions and consequent danger, hush his teF 
by persuading him to judge himself not so hd 
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Bome, to imagine he will do as well as the rest, 
or to anticipate the period when his trespasses 
will lose their power over him, and he shall be 
able easily to renounce them, and torn unto Qod ; 
it will, should he have serious thoughts of altering 
his manners, urge him to procrastinate the task 
to the fature, as the most convenient season. 
Indeed, so crafty is the heart, that, while it is 
incorrigibly yile, and incessantly seeking the 
accomplishment of the most atrocious villanies, 
it prevails on its possessor to think that it is 
good, that the gratifying of its nefarious wishes 
is essential to the consummation of his happiness, 
and that whoever attempts to thwart them is his 
enemy. Such, dear young friends, is your heart, 
much as it may persuade you to the contrary. 
The strongest proof of its deceitfulness is, that it 
can veQ from you its true nature, and induce you 
to believe weU of it, all the time it is cheating 
yoa of your chief good, and exposing you^ by its 
trickeries, to ruin here and hereafter. 

But perhaps you are disposed to imagine the 
heart cannot be so depraved as here depicted. 
Hitherto, having had no distinct revdatioas of 
the artifice and turpitude of yours, you may con- 
clude that it is not generally so corrupt only in 
some Bpedal cases. Think again, lu ^^^ ^^« 
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lineation of the human heart no such distini 

is made. When the Lord declares that ' 

.^ heart is deceitful above all things, and desper 

wicked," and that ''the imagination of n 

i!j heart is evil from his youth/' he means nol 

:| heart of this or that glaringly immoral indivi 

i merely, but of every child of Adam. By 

expressions used in these passages he intendi 

hearts of all mankind. Mark the descrip 

''The heart is deceitful above all things, 

desperately wicked : who can know it } " 

a thing can vie with it, however perfidious. 

most cunning it will surpass in craft. So bs 

it that amendment is hopeless. Before it 

j ever be radically right, it requires to be recrei 

The Holy Spirit must remove the heart of si 

and substitute " the heart of flesh," or there 

be no change for the better. Such is its base 

that the shrewdest cannot fully track it, onl^ 

great Heart-searcher. Note the period to w 

i| the representation extends. ''The imagine 

M of man's heart is evil from his youth." 

more favourably portrayed is the heart of 

juvenile than that of the adult. The on 

placed on a level with the other. The pictui 

of the fancy, the contrivances of the underst 

|{ ing, and the tendency of the aflfections, are affir 
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to be morally wrong in the youtbfal as well as 
in the mature. Could you test the heart as 
Jehovah is wont to do, your view of it in each 
would perfectly tally with his. But as yet, no- 
thing having transpired to enable you to detect 
the naughtiness of your own, you may easily be 
biased in its favour, especially as it does, like 
its corrupter, transform itself into an angel of 
light to subserve a purpose. A stagnant pool 
appears clear and sweet; but let it be stirred, 
and the water will prove to be muddy and im- 
pure. Even BO the untried heart seems not 
amiss ; but only ply it with the law, the Gospel, 
or an allurement, and what enmity, what pride, 
what guile will it discover ! 

Young Hazael, when he came to Elisha with a 
message from his Sovereign, had not the most 
distant idea he could ever do as wickedly as he 
did. Nor was he willing to believe the prophet, 
sealed as was his predictions with sorrow's tears 
and heaven's signet. On the man of God staring 
him out of countenance, weeping at the thought 
of the abominations he would work, and assigning 
the reason of his grief, he, startled, said, ** What, 
is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great 
thing ? " Elisha in effect rejoined : Thou hast not 
yet been thrown into circumstances fitted to 
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develop that which is in thee, hut shortly thou 
wilt ; for " the Lord hath showed me that thou 
shalt he king over Syria," and that thou wilt 
wage war with the Israelites, and hecome so 
exasperated hy the resistance they will offer, as to 
he tempted to commit cruelties which at present 
thou hast not the slightest notion of perpetrating. 
Feeling at the time no inclination to any kind of 
barbarities, he wondered the seer should reckon 
him capable of tearing and devouring Israel like 
some fierce, voracious beast does its prey ; but how 
soon did he begin to disclose his capabilities 
in that way, by misreporting Elisha's answer and 
murdering Benhadad, under pretence of affording 
'him relief in his sickness, that he might take the 
reins of government himself; and with what 
exactitude he, on becoming king, verified the pro- 
phet's word, in smiting the Hebrews in all their 
coasts with the utmost inhumanity ! 

A time was when Cain, had he been apprised 
that he would ultimately shed his brother's blood, 
could scarcely have felt otherwise than indignant ; 
and yet he lived to be the perpetrator of the 
horrid deed. One day, on seeing his own offering 
rejected of God and Abel's accepted, he had an 
envious and malignant feeling start up in his 
bosom. The little plausible visitor^ meeting with 



I 



THE VKEBBUTG GUIDE. 31 

encouragement rather than repulsion, speedily 
became absolute master. No sooner was thorough 
control gained than the hellish emotion harried 
him on through the gradations of yice, until he 
wilfully killed his pious brother, and thereby 
earned for himself the unenviable distinction of 
commencing the persecution of the saints and of 
being first murderer. 

''Little," says Scott, the excellent commen- 
tator, "are men aware, when not exposed to 
temptation, of the desperate wickedness of their 
own hearts! They do not conceive themselves 
capable of those enormities, to which at present 
they feel no inducement; and it is deemed an 
insult upon them to suppose they are. But when 
the powerful attraction of great imaginary advan- 
tages approaches the carnal mind, the latent 
depravity begins to move ; and they will surely 
come into contact, unless hindered by external 
obstructions, or by the power of God upon the 
heart. Then, the greedy dog, the ravening wolf, 
the subtle fox, the poisonous serpent, or the filthy 
swine, form feeble emblems of human depravity ,* 
the persons who before were most inoffensive, 
become guilty of far greater rapacity, treachery, 
or cruelty than the worst of these animals ; and 
in their cooler moments, doubVl^sa^ Qi\«^ x^^^^^. 
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with horror and astonishment at their a^ 
progress. Those who, as mortified limbs, 
continaally cut off from the body politic, onct^ 
more thought of so much criminality and ^^ 
demnation than any reader of these observatic^j 
and we are any of us capable, if left to ourselr^^e 
of the worst crimes perpetrated by the vilest pest 
and scourges of the world ! This should remin 
us, ' not to be highminded but to fear,' and to true 
only in the Lord to preserve us from the deceil 
fulness of our own hearts." 

If you have accompanied us, while thu 
attempting to describe and illustrate the falsenee 
and atrocity of the heart, you will henceforth no 
merely renounce any leanings you may have o: 
its side, but no longer confide in it or listen to i1 
solicitations, and count him void of wisdom ths 
does ; yea, agree with Solomon in thinking tbs 
** He who trusteth in his own heart is a fool. 
With an exceedingly jealous eye will you watc 
yourselves. Besolutions, however unfeigned an 
pious, made in your native strength you wil 
wholly distrust. Where yout prejudices or in 
terests are concerned you will suspect your ow: 
judgment. Whatever is at all likely to rouse am 
increase the motions of iniquity within, you wil 
studiously shun. Grateful will you be for an; 
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restraints thrown around you to prevent the 
development of your indwelling corruption, be 
those restraints ever so painful to flesh and blood. 
The recollection that the very fountain-head of 
your being is polluted by sin will lay you low 
before Jehovah, and cause you to rely entirely on 
his mercy and grace in Christ for pardon and 
renovation. Self-deception you will feel liable to, 
be in dread of, a nd guard against. Your sincere, 
earnest, continual prayer will be '* Search me, 
Gody and know my heart ; try me, and know my 
thoughts : and see if there be any wicked way in 
me, and lead me in the way everlasting." 

A hitter and relentless achersary lies in wait hy 
the way. This enemy is entirely invisible, ex- 
ceedingly subtle, well skilled, of large experience, 
and always on the look-out. He can come up 
and waUi by your side, or obtain access to your 
spirit, without your perceiving him. So very 
wily is he, that he is able to cause the things he 
designs for your destruction to appear for your 
profit. Such is his tact, that he can perfectly 
adapt his temptations to your circumstances, vary 
as they may. A novice he cannot be, as scarcely 
had the morning stars sung together and all the 
sons of Qt)d shouted for joy at the layiw^ qI \}c^^ 
faandatioD of the earth, ere Tie \iegwi\ft^^*^'^^ 



34 THB TmKBBIKG GUIDE. 

overthrow of ike first pair, and to devise methods 
for seducing their offspring, which he has never 
heen slow to execute, and in which he has astonish- 
ingly succeeded. In diligence he is indefatigable. 
N"o opportunity does he let slip. " Your adver- 
sary the devU goefli about as a roaring Uon, Beekmg 
whom he may devour." How long, successively, 
and plausibly did he tempt the Saviour! He 
exquisitely adapted his diabolical suggestions to 
Christ's trying circumstances, backing them by 
misapplied, yet very craftily-presented, portions 
of Scripture. Failing himself, he stirred up the 
most artful among the Jews to try what they 
could do, lending them all the aid in his power. 
Meeting with no better success he re-assailed him 
himself in the (harden of Gethsemane in the 
deadliest manner possible. Still proving unsuc- 
cessful, he again had recourse to the agency of 
the worst and wiliest of men, striving, though 
ineffectually, to overcome him by spurring on 
Judas, the Scribes and Pharisees, Pilate and the 
Eoman soldiers, the thieves, and the populace to 
treat him as they did. As diversely, cunningly, 
and untiringly as he tempted our bles5ied Lord he 
tempts each of us. By mere human wisdom and 
strength he is not to be vanquished. If, through 
his cunning, he could beguile man in his integrity^ 
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how much more can he now deceive a fallen man ? 
Haying done the greater^ he certainly can do the 
less. His gins he adroitly constructs, suitably 
locates, and dexterously manages. To mancBuvres 
of all sorts he has recourse, to entrap even the 
most wary. Have you ever observed the spider ? 
It laboriously forms and carefully spreads its net, 
withdraws to a secret spot close by, and there 
patiently watches till a fly is entangled, when it 
instantly springs out, and binds it round and 
round with its thread, until it cannot move leg 
or wing, and then sucks its life-blood. Satan 
similarly acts. He studiously contrives, and 
cantiously lays his snares, avoids detection, and 
ceaselessly tends till an individval is caught, 
when he darts upon him, makes him fast with 
the entangling and deceitful cords of sin, and 
next preys on his vitals. 

How completely he ensnared and ruined Judas ! 
Let us dwell a moment or two on his tragic his- 
tory. A covetous desire, feeble at first, he has 
awakened in his breast. Only musing on the 
desirableness of that coveted, he is induced to lend 
a fostering hand. The desire waxes in strength, 
gains upon him, and ultimately enlists all his 
powers in its service. An opportunity effect ^<v& 
securing gratification. He \a eiu\x\]L%\/^^ ^\^ ^^ 
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bag containiiig the scanty funds to xcxeet 
expenses of Christ and his company. With st^ 
solicitations the sordid emotion asks to be grat:^ 
from the small stock. He listens; and to sa^ 
its abominable cravings he violates his sa^^^ 
trust — robs his fellow disciples and Divine Master, 
under covert of relieving the poor. Still crying 
**Give, give!" like the horseleech, it moves him 
while in the house of Simon to grudge the Lord 
Mary's precious ointment, stirs his indignation on 
the unction being poured upon the Saviour's head 
and feet, and impels him to hypocritical com- 
plaint. Another opportunity arises for obtaining 
indulgence. The life of the Messiah is sought. 
Urged on by the insatiable demands of the 
avaricious feeling, he seeks an interview with 
'' the chief priests and captains," proposes to 
become the traitor, and covenants to play the 
dreadful part for little more than three pounds, 
the price of a slave. Warnings the most pointed 
and awful prove no hindrance. He commits the 
diabolic deed, and receives the thirty pieces of 
silver. The betrayed is condemned; the over- 
whelming intelligence reaches the betrayer. 
Stung to the very quick by conscience, he takes 
hack the ill-gotten money, confesses his enormous 
guilt, and gocB and hangs liim&eAi. 
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Thus, by exciting a single unlawful wish, and 
obtaining for it a hearty reception, the great 
deceiver was enabled to lead Judas Iscariot on in 
the downward path until he had insured his de- 
struction. Having prevailed upon him to take 
the first step in the wrong direction, he had not 
much difficulty to get him to continue in that 
direction. Just as the thin end of the wedge 
being introduced makes room for the rest, how- 
ever thick, so the introduction of the least sinful 
thought prepares the way for the commission of 
the foulest of crimes. There is a connexion 
between slight and glaring offences. In the case 
under consideration covetousness was connected 
with self-murder. The one led to the other. 
The deluded man went on from coveting to 
stealing — from the basest theft to the blackest 
treachery — from the betrayal of the Lord to the 
taking of his own life. 

As the arch-foe dealt with the son of perdition 
he deals with thousands. The method he adopted 
to capture and destroy him is but a sample of his 
manner of proceeding with the children of men. 
Woe be to those who venture alone ! Before they 
have gone far he will surely entice them into his 
well-laid trap, and once in they will ue^o^c \^ 
Me to liberate themselves. 1^ \)Ckfe ^^i^^s^ ^^H. 
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Salvation come not to their rescaoy they will be 
inevitably undone. None that have fallen into his 
clutches have ever been delivered through any 
skill or power of their own. May you not be so 
unwise as to make the trial ; but detOTmine in the 
Holy Spirit's strength to commit yourselves unto 
the mighty God of Jacob without delay, and he 
will keep your feet from the path of the de- 
stroyer; yea, empower you to triumph overall 
his wiles, and to sing as you go — 

" "lis He that girds me with His might, 
Gives me His holy svord to wield ; 
And while with sin and hell I fight. 
Spreads His Salvation for my shield. 

" He lives (and blessed be my rock !) 
The God of my Salvation lives ; 
The dark designs of hell are broke, 
Sweet is the peace my Father gives." 

You a/re wholly inexperienced. The journey of 
life which you have commenced you have never 
gone before. With the exception of the few paces 
you have advanced, it is completely new to you. 
What may be the nature and number of its toils and 
cares, doubts and fears, trials and sorrows, you 
know not. It is scarcely more true of Abraham 
that ** he went out, not knowing ^\i\^^«t \l^ 
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went," than it is of you. The fair region to 
which God called him to go was distant, and lay 
through a tFackless desert. Thither he had never 
before journeyed. Geography he knew little 
about. No traveller had ever described its fea* 
tores or pointed out the road to him. Upon the 
Lord he was wholly dependent for intimations of 
it, and for safe guidance into it. Even so, the 
happy land for which Jehovah bids you start is 
far off, and lies through a pathless waste. Never 
have you been there. The direction in which 
it lies you know not. No one that has entered it 
ever came back to tell you its nature or the track 
by which it may be reached. For any acquaint- 
ance with it, and in order to be safely conducted 
to it, you have to depend entirely on the Almighty. 
0, that the strength of your faith in God, and the 
promptitude of your obedience to the heavenly 
call, may equal Abraham's ! Then your journey, 
like his, will doubtless be peaceful and prosperous. 
Of the country through which you have to 
travel you are altogether ignorant. Having as 
yet had little to do with the world, being full of 
anticipations, everything appearing inviting and 
promising, and because you intend no evil to 
any, you do not for a second apprehend evil from 
any; but had you the eye of experience instead 
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of that of a novice, men and things would wear a 
very different aspect ; articles, for the attainment 
of which you are ready to devote all your energies, 
would scarcely cost you an anxious thought ; the 
spots on which you love to linger, you would not 
dare to approach; the company towards which 
you are disposed to draw, you would strive to 
shun; the ohjects you feel prone to disregard, 
you would strenuously labour to obtain; the 
society you gladly shrink from, you would 
earnestly court ; indeed, rain would be expected 
where you only look for prosperity ; and solid, 
lasting delight, where you solely anticipate paiQ' 
f ul restrictions and irksome observances. Limited, 
however, as must be your knowledge, it is im- 
possible for you to comprehend the monopolising 
influence of the provisions you require to nourish 
and cheer you as you go along, the seductiveness 
of the amusements of Vanity Fair, who are and 
who are not tempters, the arts they will use to 
overcome you, and the immediate advantages of 
the means and agencies Jehovah employs to con- 
duct persons safely to the skies. 

At present you can be little aware of the 
plague of your own heart. Not having proceeded 
far, scarcely anything particular could have arisen 
to eaase you to suspect it, and to at\Am^\.\ANsm^ 
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its subtle windings, or to sound the depths of its 
depravity. Like everything else, it requires a 
certain time and suitable ciroumstances for its 
full development. Just as you perceive not the 
tendency of touchwood to ignite or gunpowder to 
explode while the spark is kept away, so you dis- 
cern not the inclination of your heart to that 
which is base, until brought into contact with 
eamal objects, opposed by the moral law, or plied 
with the humiliatiDg truths of the Gospel. If to 
humble and prove the children of Israel, and to 
see what was in their heart, it was needful to lead 
them in the wilderness for forty years, you may 
certainly conclude that you cannot, at your tender 
age, be at all alive to what is in yours. No, no ; 
you have learned comparatively nothing yet of 
your bosom companion's capabilities for deceit 
and wickedness. Wait awhile, and, if instead of 
trusting to the Lord you lean to your own under- 
standing, you will find them out to your ever- 
lasting confusion and inexpressible sorrow. 

Practically you must be perfectly unacquainted 
with the arch-foe's deep devices. Hitherto you 
have been preserved from his diabolical machina- 
tions and hellish plots. Unknown to you are his 
severest assaults Like your depraved affections, 
he needs opportunity. His fiery darts are not 
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shot at random. Seldom does he form his deadly 
schemes until circumstances favour their accom- 
plishment. He waited till Abraham was about 
to sojourn among a people that he faincied might 
covet his wife and kill him on her account, before 
he tempted him to doubt the providence of Gbd 
and to put an untruth into his wife's mouth, and 
thereby to risk her chastity, ensnare Abimelech 
and liis household, and cast a slur on his own 
religious profession ; he stayed until Moses be- 
came provoked by the Israelites at the waters 
of strife, before he urged him to speak unadvisedly 
with his lips; he permitted the messengers of 
Balak to enter Balaam's house, and make him 
offers calculated to gratify his covetousness, before 
he prompted him to lodge them and to seek to 
comply with their unlawful request ; he suffered 
Achan to go among the spoils and to look de- 
siringly upon the goodly Babylonish garment, the 
two hundred shekels of silver, and the wedge of 
gold of fifty shekels weight, before he impelled 
him to theft ; he let Christ feel hungry, before he 
tried to induce him to turn the stones into bread ; 
he allowed Peter's fears for his own safety to be 
excited, before he spurred him on to deny Jesus 
with oaths and curses. Nor is he likely to adopt 
any other method with you. As yet you have 
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t got up to the passes where he lies in ambush, 
.d attacks so many with such success. To be 
ore plain, the period has hardly come for you 
be thrown into situations, that will allow of his 
fing you with those most sly and ruinous temp- 
ions. True, you have attained an age and may 
■eady be in a condition to afford him the chance 
leading you into sin — and sin, too, that is fitted 
prepare the way for your ultimate subversion, 
il, it cannot for a moment be supposed that at 
ur time of life you can experimentally know 
ich about his wiles. Let the Highest be your 
ifidence, and he will prevent you ever knowing 
3m by sad experience. From the points now 
scanted on, may you not infer that a guide is 
lispensable to your permanent welfare ? 
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PART II. 

GOD IS ALONE QUAMFIBD TO BE YOTJE GT7IDB. 

He knows every step and danger of the wt 
The path of righteousness God has himself alws 
undeviatingly trod. In the highway of holim 
he has walked from all eternity. At no tL 
has he swerved in the least to the right or to 1 
left. The sun in the natural heavens may Ils 
dark spots on his disk; hut the sun in 1 
moral heavens has not. " God is light, and 
him is no darkness at all." " The Lord is rig] 
eous in all his ways and holy in all his worki 
yoT proofs of this you might refer to the re^ 
lations he has given you of his character, 
the bye, there are no other sources from whei 
a true knowledge of him can be derived. L: 
his creatures, he is only to be known by 
doings. Look, then, at your own structure e 
3'ou will see it has been fashioned by holy han 
from its decaying under the rule of vice i 
flourishing under the sway of virtue. Exam 
the laws he has imposed on us, and you will 
convinced they have been mad^ \>'5 ^.^vciVjV? 
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from their sanctifying our nature proportionately 
as they are obeyed. Study the Gospel, with 
which he has blessed sinners, and you will be 
satisfied that it must have sprung out of a holy 
as well as a loving heart, from its tendency to 
make the vilest pure ; yea, his hatred of iniquity 
and attachment to righteousness may be seen 
written on Calvary's Cross in letters of the life- 
blood of Jesus his beloved son. Meditate on the 
punishments which overtake the unjust and the 
rewards that follow the upright, and you will 
perceive his to be holy feet, from their pursuing 
after the wicked with evil and the righteous with 
good. In short, the book of creation, the roll of 
providence, the records of inspiration, and the 
volume of g^aoe abound with the clearest evi- 
dences of his sanctity. 

From the very beginning, the Most High has 
been the leader of his people. Every one of the 
multitudes that have securely reached their 
eternal home he led thither, and all proceeding in 
that direction he is gidding. But for him there 
never would have been any even starting for the 
New Jerusalem. Had he not interfered, so blind 
and depraved is human nature, and such are the 
attractions of earth, the charms of the world, and 
the anarea of Lucifer, that \)ckft x^^^sfexsivA ^S&sss^ 



throne how they arrived, they would, 
single exception, tell you that it wa 
who sought them out while wandering 
directed their erring feet into the right 
served them from being turned aside 
numerous foes, brought them through t 
valley unhurt, and welcomed their di 
souls into his immediate presence. 1 
you, were you able to ask, receive a lee 
tory answer from those journeying tow 
Their entering the strait gate, and con 
the narrow path, they could not bi 
ascribe nnto him. Verily, Paul was o 
ing the heartfelt experience of Christiai 
in every age when he said, respectin 
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allotted to us. Gk)d was manifest in the flesh. 
In the form of a servant, Immanuel entered the 
world as his creatures do, passed through infancy, 
youth, and manhood, bore the sufferings, and 
observed the several duties, attending these re- 
spective stages of existence, endured from the 
first the privations of poverty, earned his daily 
bread by the sweat of his brow, encountered 
the assaults of Satan, went about doing good, 
stood aloof from worldly pleasures and honours, 
submitted to the contradiction of sinners against 
himself, returned blessing for cursing, wept with 
those who wept, and rejoiced with those who 
rejoiced, watched and prayed, felt the severest 
wounds of unfaithfulness, endured the unparal- 
leled agonies of Gethsemane, the marked insults 
of the judgment-hall, and the attacks of the king 
of terrors in their worst shape, and lay in the 
cold, silent sepulchre. Surely, therefore, the 
Triune Jehovah must be perfectly acquainted 
with life's short, rugged, perilous journey ! 

He eon have eompassion on those who go out of 
the way. His patience is not soon exhausted. 
" The Lord is long suffering, and of great mercy." 
Had he been otherwise, not a saint among the 
hosts above could have appeared in glory, and 
none advancing heavenward now would have 

E 2 J 
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been found in the way; for such has been the 
untowardness of all, he would hove withdrawn 
and left them to perish in their own cour8e. 
Truly may the whole of them say, " It is of the 
Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because 
his compassions fail not." Beady as you may be 
to tire, despond, and repine, to deem Jehovah 
wanting in considerateness, to question his capa- 
bilities for the office, or his faithfulness in the 
discharge of its duties, or to comply with evil 
suggestions and turn back; deserving as you 
will be of his withering frown and fiery indigna- 
tion, should you encourage the tendency to beha- 
viour so ungracious and wicked, he will not 
utterly cast you off, though he may and will 
chide you for it, at a season and in a mode yoa 
least dream of. Who can ponder the Almighty's 
miraculous support and deliverances of the Israel- 
ites while travelling from Egypt to Canaan, and 
their frequent murmurs and rebellions, or the 
answer of the disappointed and fainting prophet, 
** I do well to be angry, even unto death," and 
not be struck with his amazing forbearance ? 

What a message was that which the Lord on 
the morning of his resurrection sent to the fallen 
but penitent Apostle ! How forcibly does it Bet 
forth hia pity for the etting, \>to\L«u.-\L'a^x\s^ 



THE UNEBBIXG GUIDE. 49 

disciple! 0, was it not enough to scatter all 
Simon's justly awakened doubts and fears, and 
to re-establish his faith and hopes? Can any 
seriously reflect on it without being thoroughly 
conyinced that he who styles himself '*a just God 
and a Saviour" is ever ready to compassionate 
the poor, sin-stricken wanderer from the paths of 
righteousness? Let us turn to it, and dwell upon 
it awhile. " Go your way, tell his disciples and 
Peter that he goeth before you into Galilee ; there 
shall ye see him as he said unto you.'' Peter 
had denied Christ at a time when he most needed 
to be professed, after boldly affirming his readiness 
to die for him, and notwithstanding being duly 
warned. Had Jesus shaken him off for such 
disgraceful behaviour with the determination to 
notice him no more, he would only have treated 
him as he deserved. This Peter, no doubt, felt, 
and most probably feared might be the case, 
genuine and deep as had been his repentance. 
But the Bedeemer still kindly remembered and 
tenderly loved him. As proof that he did, and 
to keep him from fancying himself severed from 
the chosen few, he singled him out, mentioned 
his name, and coupled him with the rest in the 
communication he forwarded to them by the four 
women first at the sepulchre. Indeed, so special 

E 3 J 
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a message was calculated to convince Peter t 
though he had disowned his Divine Master, w 
exposed to wholly undeserved sufferings — ] 
sisted in protesting his utter ignorance of I 
{ and disclaimed all acquaintanceship with him— 

^ gracious Master, nevertheless, sympathised v 

him in his richly-merited trouble, still retai 
him in his thoughts and affections, and was ] 
pared to continue to recognise him as his, to n 
him as if nothing had transpired, and to accep 
his services as before. 

How mixed with mercy were God's deali 
with the first pair, on their wilfully wandei 
out of the prescribed path ! Certainly the 8i 
mons was terrifying, the trial rigid, the sente 
capital, and the expulsion a woful commencem 
of the doom. Yet the judgment given agai 
/I Adam and Eve, severe as it may seem, contaio 

(4 reprieve and a promise. The latter, heartily 

lieved, would mitigate their present sufferings f 
■ ^^ brighten their future prospects. While God t 

»i the woman that he purposed greatly to multi; 

' , her sorrow and conception, and to subject her 

the husband's rule — the very opposite of 1 
anticipations in eating of the forbidden fruit- 
said to the tempter in her presence, '* Thou sh 
bruise her seed's heel, and her &eed i^i)i!i\ \yt\ 
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thy head ; '' thus intinLating that the seduced 
Bhould not only be victoriously recovered, bat 
be rendered instrumental in consummating the 
seducer's disgrace and downfal. With an eye to 
the understanding and fulfilment of this large 
promise he instituted gory sacridces, called Abra< 
ham, made of him a great nation, appointed the 
rites and ceremonies of the Jew^ish Church, raised 
up prophets, guided the pen of holy men, and at 
last sent the promised Deliverer '' in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh." On the Messiah appearing 
among mankind he gloriously foiled Satan in the 
very nature over which he had basely triumphed, 
and bruised Satan's head whilst he was in the 
act of bruising his heel by instigating his cruci- 
fixion. Indeed, directly the precious promise was 
given its accomplishment began, has continued, 
and will go on until the devil's interests here be 
entirely crushed, and '' the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of 
his Christ." The cross the devil designed for 
Christ's overthrow is increasingly proving the 
ruination of himself and of his dominions. 
Already multitudes of his captives have burst 
asunder their chains and overcome him through 
the blood of the Lamb ; and before long most of 
the rest shall escape from his thrall by the same 



he dothed him and his wife, ti 
method he was to adi^t in order to 
led him to anticipate the Tast m 
the haman spedes, with the avai] 
redemption^ and has erer since heen 
pitying, reclaiming, and guiding n 
erring posterity. Surely, with facts 
going before us, we cannot for an in 
God*s willingness to pity the stra; 
paths of righteousness ! 

H» ean show teaionable kindness 
hardships of the journey. With 
parent's tenderness will he watch c 
cipate your wants, advise you i 
cheer you onward in the face of di 
tain you in your conflicts, invigon 
sinking, and relieve you in the houi 
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grieyed, he will soothe your sorrows ; if sick, he 
will heal all your diseases ; if your supplies run 
short, he will replenish them ; if harassed with 
the onsets of foes, he will interpose on your 
behalf; or if cast down at the remembrance of 
year past wanderings, he will speak peace to 
your disturbed conscience. Whatever may be 
your distress, it will arouse his sympathies, and 
draw from him the requisite aid. 

Thus the beneficent Creator acted with those 
gone before. ''In all their affliction he was 
afflicted, and the angel of his presence saved 
them : in his love and in his pity he redeemed 
them; and he bare them, and carried them all 
the days of old." Less to expect of the Divine 
Majesty would be to betray gross ignorance or 
great impiety; for not only has he represented 
himself as the Gk>d of all comfort, and strikingly 
substantiated the representation, but sent his Son 
to bear the various trials to which humanity is 
heir, and to die in our room, that he might 
efficiently and consistently be our Leader. Christ 
was, as a Saviour, made perfect through suffer- 
ings. By having submitted to this trying pro- 
cess, he can fully enter into our feelings, and 
sympathise with us in our diversified troubles : 
''For in that he himself hath suffered, being 
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tempted, he is able to succour them i 
tempted." 

But, as appropriate facts are more coi^. 
than well-chosen words, you shall have 
So soon as the infant Moses caA no lo^:^^^ 
hidden, the Lord secretly leads the mother 
construct a little ark of bulrushes, slime, ai 
pitch, to put the child into it, to lay it among tl 
flags by the river's brink, and to set the sister \ 
watch it at a distance, providentially condacc 
the daughter of the inhuman tyrant, Pharaoh, ti 
the very spot at the time, excites her curiosity V 
see what is in the ark, moves her, by the help 
lessness, the beauty, and the weeping of the babe 
to pity and adopt it as hers, and disposes hei 
through the well-timed and promptly -performe( 
offers of the youthful, anxious watcher, to engag 
the services of the mother herself, and thus pro 
vides for the baby's complete rescue, prope 
nourishment, superior education, and futur 
honours. While the widow of Zarephath i 
gathering two sticks, in order to dress the las 
cake for herself and son, that they may eat i 
and die, a prophet is sent from God to assure he 
the barrel of meal shall not waste nor the cruse o 
oil fail, until the rain come; and neither ar 
diminished till the famme ceaaa^, ^wi^i^ ^jk^ 
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drawn upon by all the household. Scarcely has 
Hagar exhausted the bottle of water, cast the 
child under a shrub^ gone a bowshot off, that she 
may not see it expire, and lifted up her voice and 
wept, ere the Most High directs and comforts her 
concerning the lad, and discovers to her view a 
well of water. No sooner are the Israelites 
hemmed in on every side, and at their wits' end 
how to escape the Egyptian army, than the Lord 
of Ho8t9 bids them go forward, makes a path 
for them through the trackless deep, places his 
angel and the pillar of cloud between them and 
their pursuers, rids them of the relentless oppres- 
sor and his mighty men, and tarns their distracted 
cry into a triumphant song. Hardly has Moses 
shrunk from his responsible and distinguished 
mission, through sinful misgivings, culpable ap- 
prehensions, and great humility, before Jehovah 
meets all his objections, and holds out to him 
every inducement to undertake it. When Saul 
and his warriors have nearly surrounded David 
and his little company in the wilderness of Maon, 
Gfod permits the Philistines to invade the land, 
and tidings of the same to be brought to the king, 
aod thereby calls the envious monarch and his 
soldiers to the immediate defence of the country, 
and so effects David's deliverance. Just as Elijah 



refreshes his jaded body with i 
ply of food, and revives his dr 
suitable attentions ; a commissic 
go to Horeb, with supernatural 
cute it, and instructions so effici 
cated to him on his reaching t^ 
as to constrain him to resum 
course with renewed vigour, 
sound of Isaiah's footsteps died 
of the afflicted Hezekiah, and 
prayer of the sick sovereign be 
Almighty bids the seer return 
heard, his life shall be lengthei 
be allowed again to attend the sa 
time the impotent man begins 
ceeding in his attempts to step 
pool and be healed, an augi 
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vho is the resorreotion and the life, comes up, 
commiserates her, calms her agitated breast, dries 
up the fountain of her tears, rouses her soul from 
the stapefaction of grief, speaks her dead son into 
life, and hands him over to her embrace. Whilst 
Isaiah, through a vision of the awful majesty of 
Jehovah, and the exalted adoration of the Sera- 
phim, is oppressed with a sense of guilt as to the 
past, even relative to his very worship and minis- 
try, and is apprehending for the future the most 
dreary prospect, a seraph flies to the altar, bears 
thence a live coal, lays it upon his mouth, and 
assures him of the removal and expiation of his 
iniquity. With examples so varied and appli- 
cable, you cannot but be convinced that God wiU 
prove himself your very present help in all which 
may befall you by the way. 

S$ is able to deliver you from the perils of the 
road. Jehovah is all-Beeing and all-powerful. 
Hence he is immensely more than a match for 
your enemies. He can enable you to discern the 
transitoriness and unsatisfying nature of sub- 
lunary objects, the insolidity and deceptiveness of 
eamal delights, the crafty manoeuvres of the un- 
godly, the delusive trickeries of your own heart, 
and the artful stratagems of the devil, and invest 
you with skill and might to overcome all their 



be iron and brass ; and as mj u 
strength be." " "When thou pai 
waters, I will be with thee; s 
rivers, they shall not overflow tl 
walkest through the Are thou sha 
neither shall the flame kindle ' 
the armour of God you shall go 
and to conquer. **'No weapot 
against thee shall prosper; ai 
that shall rise against thee in ju< 
condemn." The Lord God sh 
and subdue all your adversaries. 
Look into the inspired Do< 
will see a Shunamitish womai 
engrossing influence of tem] 
Moses withdrawing from the s[ 
and pleasures of an Eastern c 
— e,^aine» tn be called the 
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fleeing youthful lusts, amid the most powerful 

inducements to sensuality — a Job gaining the 

Tictory orer the direst temptations of the accuser 

of the brethren — a David bearing up under a 

complication of heavy trials and bitter persecu- 

tionsy even acknowledging them to be profitable 

unto him — a Paul in the near prospect of a cruel 

death giving vent to feelings the most dignified 

and exultant, in the remarkably triumphant 

words, ** I am now ready to be offered, and the 

time of my departure is at hand. I have fought 

a good fight, I have finished my course, I have 

kept the faith : henceforth there is laid up for 

me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, shall give me at that day : 

and not to me only, but unto all them also that 

love his appearing." What the Highest did for 

these worthies he can and will do for you, pro- 

iriding you put yourselves wholly under his 

i^iidance. There is no likelihood of your foes 

being too potent for you, should he only be on 

7oar side. ''If God be for us, who can be 

against us ?" True, they may, as Sennacherib, 

boast of all their victories and threaten what 

they will do if you remain unyielding ; but, like 

him, they shall meet with a signal defeat, have 

their faces filled with shame, and be utterly cast 



60 THE UMBBBINe OTTIDB. 

down. As the mountain was fall of nnseeii 
horses and chariots of fire for Elisha's protection 
against the troops sent to offer him violence, bo 
is the narrow way encompassed by an innsible 
guard of holy angels, with the great Captain at 
their head, to defend you firom the assaults of the 
wicked. You will be as safe as was the prophet 
Fear not, then ; only *' be strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might," and you are sure 
to come off '' more than conquerors, through him 
that loved us," and be made kings and priests 
unto God, for ever and erer. 

He is faithful to those who entrust themselves to 
his guidance. In support of this, eyidence is sup* 
plied by the nature and position of God. WhUe 
the character and circumstances of mankind are 
of a class fitted to tempt them to be unfaithCul, 
God's attributes and condition are such as to place 
him at an infinite remove firom every inducement 
to unfaithfulness. Men may not have the real or 
imaginary good which others relying on them 
happen to possess. Being inordinately selfish, and 
too short-sighted to see the consequenoes, sooner 
or later, foilowiui^ firom a betrayal of the trust 
reposed in them, they may act traitorously for the 
sake of the said real or imaginary good. But as 
dad poeeesaea all good, is pxucly \wiQ«HcAsiiV^ «sA 
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perceives at a glance the whole of the evils that 
mast arise from proving false to any making him 
their confidence, he is sure to be ever faithful. 
Mortals may become traitors, but not the Eternal. 
O no; betray and be betrayed as we might, 
Jehovah can never either deceive or be deceived. 
''God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man." 

Man's make also witnesses to the fidelity of the 
Creator. Marred as man is by sin, there are still 
traces in him of primeval uprightness. Just as a 
stately mansion in ruins bears marks of its former 
splendour ; so he, in his degeneracy, retains indica- 
tions of his once righteous state. Only examine, 
and you will discover that he is so constituted as 
to disapprove of the deportment of the treacherous, 
and to approve of the behaviour of the faithful. 
Would the Almighty have thus formed him had 
he been at all favourable to treachery himself? 
Impossible! To suppose he might, is to admit 
that he could create creatures to condemn his 
own personal qualities, the bare idea of which is 
monstrous. No; conscience taking the side of 
veracity, justice, and charity, and the mental and 
bodily peace of individuals and of communities 
being broken proportionately as they are infringed, 
silently but surely vouches for our Maker's . 
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ll trathfulnessy integrity, and benevolence, and < 

sequently, for his trueness to those entrosi 
themselves to his care and keeping. 

The operations of God's providence like 

testify to his faithfulness. Take two instai 

I -j as samples : Jacob, who beguiled his aged fa 

and defrauded his elder brother, by persona 

Esau, was so circumstanced as to be impose 

i": by Leah becoming his wife, through la 

-r inducing her to pass herself off for Bachel ; 

by his own sons selling Joseph, dipping the mi 

coloured coat in blood, and leading him to i 

therefrom that an evil beast had devoured 

favourite. Joseph's brethren, who behaved 

unfaithfully to him and to their parent, had t 

heartless conduct and cruel deception brougli 

= light by a famine, together with the strange 

|« remarkable incidents which conspired to raise 

'T; sold one to be governor over Egypt. Befleo 

the astonishing manner in which God overr 

the affairs of these parties in order to re< 

expose, and punish their perfidiousness, and 

wiU be thoroughly satisfied that his fac 

utterly set against every species of perfidy. 

Holy Scripture, too, attests the trustinec 

the Most High. Listen to its declarati< 

^^ Faithful ia he that calleth. 7o\x> ^^lo qXm^ 
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do it." '^Be content with snch things as ye 
have, for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee;" and ''The strength of Israel 
will not lie nor repent : for he is not a man tbat 
he should repent." "If we believe not, yet 
be abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself." 
** Know, therefore, that the Lord thy God he is 
Ghxl, the faithfdl Gh>d, which keepeth covenant 
and mercy with them that love him and keep his 
commandments to a thousand generations; and 
repayeth them that hate him to their face to 
destroy them." Mark some of the fulfilled 
heavenly promises the sacred book adduces. To 
the fdlen Adam and Eve God engaged to furnish 
a Saviour; and we observe him, with a view to 
Mfilling his gracious word, selecting a son of 
Terah, giving him a child, multiplying the seed 
of one as good as dead into a mighty nation, 
ftppointing certain significant rites and cere- 
monies, teaching devout men to utter from time 
to time special and increasingly distinct predic- 
tiooSy employing successively the Babylonian, the 
Medo-Persian, the Macedonian, and the Roman 
empire^ to prepare the world for the coming of the 
Redeemer, and then sending the Messiah just at 
the rery period when his suifer\n^« \uv\a dsA& 
wofdd be insured, and he thoxob^ i^u^<&t^\ ^^s^ 
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promised deliverer. Unto Abraham he 
to promise a numerous posterity, and Ga 
their inheritance ; and we see him makii 
a joyfiil mother at an advanced age, 
Joseph before the family to preserve thee 
season of dearth, increasing the down 
Hebrews in spite of the oppressor's depo; 
plans, e£Eecting their deliverance from 
by miracles of judgment, conducting and 
ing them supematurally in the wilderne 
the iniquity of the Ganaanites was full, 
last miraculously securing their establish 
the land of promise. The kingdom of h 
said, should be David's; and we perce: 
preserving his life amid the deadliest plot 
ing the path to the throne, and finadly con 
to him the reins of government. Out 
Babylonish captivity he affirmed he woul 
the Jews ; and we notice him, as the 1 
their emancipation approximates, raising u] 
and ultimately enabling him to effect their 
Because the Christians of Philadelphia co 
steadfast in the faith in the midst of the 
tests, he intimated that he would keep the 
in the hour of temptation which should coi 
all the world, to try them who dwell on th 
iiiid wo behold him protecting it \Mi\.o > 
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day from surrounding deadness and desolation. 
Note a few of the executed Divine threatenings 
the sacred volume brings forward : The proud 
Egyptian monarch Jehovah menaced with plagues, 
if he refused to liberate the oppressed ; and each 
refusal was succeeded by a plague, till Egypt was 
spoiled, and king and warriors were overthrown 
in the Eed Sea. Erom the land flowing with 
milk and honey he declared the murmurers 
amongst the Israelites should be excluded ; and 
their carcases, without an exception, fell by the 
way. As Moses and Aaron did not sanctify him 
in the eyes of the congregation, he told them that 
they would not be suffered to cross the Jordan, 
and, though the former prayed that he might, 
neither was allowed to go over and possess the 
country. Against the hosts encompassing the 
walls of Jericho he denounced a curse, if they took 
of the spoils thereof. Achan, having disregarded 
the threat, was detected, exposed, and destroyed 
with all that he had. Both before and after the 
Jewish people were settled in Palestine, he signi- 
fied that if they rejected the Lord they would be 
scattered among the nations and made a byword 
and a proverb; and for their rejection of him 
they have been more than eighteen hundred years 
dispersed amongst the Gentiles, yet kept separate, 
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and subjected to the greatest oppression and scorn. 
He threatened extinction to the Ephesian Ghnreb, 
except there were timely repentance. The mem- 
bers connected therewith repented not ; and their 
candlestick has been removed, and the great city 
of Ephesus laid waste. 

There is, moreover, the testimony of persons 
having tried God. Three shall be heard : " Be* 
hold," said the victorious aged Joshua to the 
Jews, " this day I am going the way of all the 
earth : and ye know in all your hearts, and in all 
your souls, that not one thing hath failed of all 
the good things which the Lord your God spake 
concerning you : all are come to pass unto you, 
not one thing hath failed thereof." " I have," 
said the sweet singer of Israel, ''been young, and 
now am old ; yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread." " When 
the Bev. Algernon Wells had left school, and was 
going to Chatham, from his mother's house (she 
was a widow ; the boy had been fatherless from 
his seventh year), he had some way to walk, on 
that first journey of his into the rough world, 
before the expected coach could take him up. It 
was mid-winter, and the snow lay deep upon the 
earth, Aa he went along, gt^at \.\!io\x%\vtA> un- 
wonted /iirobbings, new foais, TeGoWftc^Aai» ol ^^ 
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past, the unknown future, all came up into his 
young heart, and filled it nigh to overflowiog ; 
and he kneeled down — ^kneeled on the snow, in 
the open field, and under the dark sky — and he 
prayed, saying, 'Father, be thou the guide of 
my youth.' He gave himself up to God, and 
besought his protection. That protection was 
granted then, and was never withdrawn. Our 
friend referred to the incident in his last illness, 
and bore testimony to the Divine faithfulness."''^ 
With proo& so multiplied and cogent, you cer- 
tainly must feel convinced that let who will prove 
untrue God cannot, and be henceforward con- 
strained to put yourselves wholly under the lead- 
ing of his providence, word, and grace. 



•( 



I to my God my ways commit, 

And cheerful wait bis will ; 
Thy band, whicb guiden my doubtful feet, 

5haU my desires fulfil." 



* From his Funeral Sermon, by Hev. T. Binney. 
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PART III. 

« 

THE ALMIGHTY FATHER OFFERS TO QT7IDB YOTT. 

Se has made the necessary preparations. The 
narrow path, with its strait gate, he has con- 
Btructed and opened out. Inducements the most 
potent he has secured to constrain you to enter, 
and to continue in the way. He has prepared a 
lamp — the Word — with a clear, certain light, to 
direct your feet to and in the road. That you 
may comprehend and rightly use the lanip, he 
has provided the instructions of parents, teachers, 
ministers, and the Holy Ghost. To cleanse yon, 
he has unsealed the fountain springing firom 
Emmanuel's veins. Your bread and your water 
he has rendered sure, by having sent Christ, the 
true manna, from heaven, and by having smitten 
the Bock of Ages. As a solace for you under diffi* 
culties, he has insured the comforts of the Holy 
Spirit. At the termination of each given, equal 
distance, he has allowed for a rest or 8abbath. 
A Mediator he has found to intercede for you, in 
case you charge him foolishly. For your defence 
he has procured the girdle of truth, the breast- 
/fhte of nghteouBne%B, the Qco«]^\ «asA^^ «XLd 
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greaves, the shield of faith, the helmet of salva- 
tion, the sword of the Spirit, all prayer for all 
times, cautions or signals to put you on your 
guard, and the triumphant Captain of Salvation. 
In fact, nothing requisite for your guidance has 
he omitted to have in store and at hand. 

With God's kind proposal hefore you in its 
most practical, convincing form, every misgiving 
as to his heing desirous to he your director must 
give place to the fullest assurance. Had there 
merely heen the bare offer to conduct you aright, 
you could have assigned no justifiable cause for 
the slightest doubt ; but as it is, you have 
abundant room for the firmest faith. When 
Hanoah became alarmed on witnessing the angel 
ascend towards heaven in the flame of the altar, 
and exclaimed to his wife, " We shall surely die, 
because we have seen God," she remarked, " If 
the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not 
have received a burnt-offering and a meat-offering 
at our hands; neither would he have showed us 
all these things ; nor would, as at this time, have 
told us such things as these." On the same 
principle, we may infer that had the Highest felt 
uninterested in your welfare or been disinclined to 
direct you, he would not have offered to order 
your goings; much less would he have been at 

o A 
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the very great trouble of making the required 
provision. 

He gives all need/tU encouragement that yw 
should commit your way unto him. In going into 
a foreign land, or a strange part, where there is 
sight-seeing or risk, persons will accost yoo, ask 
whether you will have a guide, and offer their 
services. Gh>d condescends to adopt the same 
plan. He hails you, gives you to understand your 
need of being led, and presents himself to you for 
that purpose. He does more. He puts into your 
mouth the most tender, endearing, affecting 
language, by which you are to address him in 
soliciting his guidance — ^a request fitted to suggest 
the close relation he rightfully sustains to you, the 
consequent yearning he must have for your present 
and eternal welfare, and the naturally gentle care 
he will take of you, should you yield yourselves 
up to his direotion — a request calculated to 
excite in you befitting confidence, corresponding 
affections, and ready compliance with his wish. 
** Wilt thou not," he says, '* cry unto me, My 
Father, thou art the guide of my youth ?" Oh ! 
how can you consider this pathetic question, 
embodying, as it does, a prayer imbued with 
paternal solicitude, and the promptings to filial 
trust, Jove, and obedience, and. t^tsl^xe^mx >^^ 
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pains he has been at to have all in readiaess, and 
not be convinced of hb desire to be your guide, 
and unhesitatingly and joyfully fall in witb his 
Bolieitations ! 

YetL, he actually gives you, in the parable of 
the Prodigal Son, a most touching exhibition of 
the forwardness, the gracious feelings, and the 
delight with which he receives the worst of 
returning wanderers. Notwithstanding the pro- 
digal had become tired of parental restraint, 
tamed away firom home, gone into a distant 
country, and was there wasting his substaace in 
riotous living, the father often anxiously looked 
ia the direction he we at oa leaving his roof, to see 
if he could perceive any sigas of his coming back, 
and when he saw him a great way off, much 
emaciated, all in rags, exceedingly forlorn, and 
dowly approaching, he did not wait until he drew 
near, or till he had acknowledged his folly and 
wickedness, but ran to meet him, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him ; and instead of acting in 
accordance with his confession, and disowning 
him, or advancing anything by which to add to 
his already bitter self-reproach and deep distress, 
he treated him as his son, by ordering the servants 
to bring forth the best robe and put it on him, 
and to place a ring on his hand and shoes on his 
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and have departed far from him, ai 
dering their talents, he frequently 
from heaven to see if they seek af 
whenever he observes any attempt! 
their steps in penitential sorrow, and 
and confusion of face, he stays nc 
have wound their way to him or t 
confessed their iniquities, but hasten 
and throws the arms of his love 
soul, and instead of dealing with th 
to their acknowledgments and castin 
his presence into hell, or even mal 
allusion fitted to increase their alrea 
upbraidings and great anguish, h 
blessed Spirit into their heart, wher 
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iding with the strongest confidence in his 
laredness to undertake for them ! Only 
ler it, and you will be thoroughly satisfied he 
ishful to be your leader, be amazed at your- 
38 for ever thinking otherwise of him, feel 
drawings of his wondrous loyingkindness, 
be constrained respectively to exclaim with 
purpose of heart, '^ Since he is so moved with 
passion towards me and makes me so gracious 
•ffer, I will arise and go unto Him, and 

" Now that my journey's just begun, 
My course so little trod, 
I'll stay before I further run, 
And give myself to God.*' 

" And lest I should be ever led 
In sinful paths to stray, 
I would at once begin to tread 
In wisdom's pleasant way." 

" What sorrows may my steps attend 
I cannot now foretell ; 
But if the Lord will be my Friend, 
I know that all is well." 

Te makes no charge. Most offering themselves 
guides expect to be remunerated. Some 
lire a compensation so high that many are 
^d to abandon the idea of engaging their 
iered offices. With Jehovah, the safe con- 

o 3 
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ductor of Christian pilgrims to the New Jerasalem, 
it is quite otherwise. His proffered and indis^ 
pen sable services any may enjoy free of all 
cost. Every requisite for prosecuting the journey 
heavenward he furnishes at his own expense. 
Without money and without price he opens the 
gate of repentance to us, unseals the fountain 
necessary for the removal of our sins and un- 
cleannesses, empowers us to wash away our 
guilt and pollution in the fount's crimson fluid, 
sets us in the highway of holiness, puts the lamp 
of truth in our hands and understanding in our 
heads to discern and follow its friendly light, 
supplies us with the strongest incentives to enter 
and pursue the path to glory, satisfies our souls 
with the bread and the water of life, sends us the 
Holy Ghost to cheer our hearts under the hard- 
ships of the way, secures for us periodic and 
seasonable repose, affords us an intercessor to 
mediate on our behalf when wandering from the 
prescribed track, provides us with spiritual 
weapons and skill to employ them for our pro- 
tection, produces within us the devout desire for 
his efiScient aid, forewarns us of approaching 
danger, and despatches with us the might 
conqueror of earth and hell to fight in oi 
defence. 
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God's own book plainly states that everything 

we need in order to reach heaven is supplied 

gpratis. Eor instance, is it necessary for ns to 

repent of our sins, to be in a suitable state to 

receive forgiveness ? ** Jesus hath God exalted with 

his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for 

to give repentance to Israel.'' Do we require the 

Jjamb of God to ransom us from every offence ? 

" Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem 

us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 

pecoliar people, zealous of good works " Must 

we repose our entire confidence in Christ, as the 

only and sufficient atoning sacrifice, before we can 

realise redemption ? ** Faith is the gift of Gk>d." 

Are we needing the enlightening, renovating, 

overcoming, and cheering influences of the Holy 

Ghost ? '' If ye, being evil, know how to give 

good gifts unto your children, how much more 

Bhall your Heavenly Eather give the Holy Spirit 

to them that ask him." Have we occasion for 

the saered Scriptures with their correct directions, 

powerful incitements, plain warnings, unfaiUng 

armour, and prayer-inspiring language ? "I have 

given unto them thy words which thou gavest 

me." Want we knowledge to use the Bible 

aright ? ''If any of you lack wisdom, let him 

ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally and 

upbraideth not; and it shall be given him." 
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Do we ficd spiritual food and drink essential to 
our support on the way ? " Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of 
Man shall give unto you : for him hath Gh)d the 
Father sealed." "Whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him shall never thirst : 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in 
liim a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life." Cannot we dispense with set times for 
rest? "The Lord hath given you the Sabbath." 
Is such our wavwardness that we ara unable to 
dispense with a daysman ? " If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous," " God's unspeakable gift." Can 
we not do without a defender ? " Behold, I have 
given him," that is the Messiah, " for a witness 
to the people, a leader and commander to the 
people." Desire we to inherit honour ? " The 
Lord will give grace and glory." Verily, whatso- 
ever we may possibly require to conduct our feet 
in safety to the better country, Jehovah will let 
us have gratuitously. This the Biblical answer 
to each preceding question makes fully manifest. 
The journey of the Israelites from Egypt to 
Canaan strikingly illustrates the gratuitousness of 
the invaluable direction ttie uiveitm^ Cixee^t \Kar 
ders to his erring creatures. 'DVd.X^afe iAm\^\:^\s^ 
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miracle liberate the Hebrews from Egyptian 
bondage, make a path for them through the Hed 
Sea, overthrow their enemies, lead them about a 
waste howling wilderness for forty years, pre- 
Tent their feet from swelling, supply them with 
temporal support, preserve their clothes from 
waxing old, legislate for them, appoint for their 
use a befitting mode of worship, enable them to 
cross the Jordan dry-shod, secure their introduc- 
tion to the promised land, and defend them when 
settled in that good land ? Had he any recom- 
pense from them for his marvellous pains ? Yes : 
frequent loud murmurs, hard speeches, and open 
rebellion, l^or does he receive anything better 
from the best of the individuals he is now con- 
ducting from the city of destruction to Mount 
Zion. The most excellent who are at present 
journeying towards " the city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is God," may read 
their owrt history in that of the Jews while tra- 
velling from Egypt to Canaan, and conclude that 
they, but for their heavenly Guide's forbearance 
and compassion, would, like many of them, surely 
fall by the way. In no instance is Divine lead- 
ing in the least deserved, but is wholly of free, 
sovereign grace. 

Youthful traveller, you see there is nothing to 
pay for God's offered guidance. True, you, and 



and comforting assistance, to stady 
look to the Lord for ability rightl 
Word, to feed on the heavenly bread 
the living water, to avail yourself < 
tages of the Lord's-day, to insure tl 
tor's intercession, to put on the whc 
God, to observe every caution, U 
prayer, to seek the Great Captain's 
to fight manfully and skilfully und( 
against the world, the flesh, and th 
doubtless, your Creator will dispose 
you so to do. Hence, he has left yoi 
real excuse for wandering throag 
eternity unguided. Had he made c 
for your safe conduct to a mansion 



PART IV. 

YOU MUST APPLY TO GOD, WOULD YOU HAVE HIS 

GUIDANCE. 

Jbtf must ask sineerely. Such is God's honesty 
and penetration, that the insincere can neither 
b^^e him nor be tolerated by him. '^ Behold, 
thoa desirest truth in the inward parts." With 
lees he cannot be satisfied. Then sincerity is the 
very life of devotion. The supplication which 
lacks it is only a form, however exquisitely suit- 
able, judiciously arranged, and admirably ex- 
pressed. Of vitality it is totally deficient. It 
deserves not the name of prayer any more than a 
statue deserves the name of man. There is as 
great a want in the one as there is in the other. 
Befitting attitudes and devotional expressions are 
prayer so far only as they betoken and embody 
the feelings and cravings of the mind. The cry 
you utter must not issue from your lips merely, 
but from your heart. You must intend what 
you say, or God will not heed you. 

*' Prayer is the souVs sincere desire, 
Uttered or unexpressed ; 
The motion of a hidden fire. 
That trembles in the breast." 
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Both before and in the days of our Lord, the 
Jews drew near to Jehovah with their mouth, and 
honoured him with their lips, without any cor- . 
responding emotions. They professedly acknow- 
ledged the Most High, formally prayed unto him, 
and externally celebrated his praise; but tbe 
willing obedience, the devout aspirations, and tbe 
grateful overflowings of their heart, were wanting. 
The outward homage, acknowledgments, and sup- 
plications which they presented were not expres- 
sive of inward reverence, gratitude, and prayer- 
fulness. Theirs was devotion's form without its 
spirit — the shell without the kernel. Though 
strict, punctilious, and grave in the observance of 
the religious rites and ceremonies imposed by the 
Mosaic law, they were entire strangers to the 
power of godliness. While in profession they 
were pious, in conduct they were impious. To 
see them at worship they might be taken to be 
the best of saints, but to behold them in the 
world they could not be viewed otherwise than ai 
the worst of sinners. Christ, addressing some of 
them, said, " Ye are like unto whited sepulchres, 
which, indeed, appear beautiful outward, but are 
within full of dead men's bones and of all un- 
cleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear 
hgbteoua onto men, but mtVvm ^^^ ^xa ixiS^. ^1 
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pocrisy and iniquity." All was mere outside 
.ow. They were as an apple which, while of an 
Lviting appearance, is rotten at the core. But 
id the Highest hearken to their cry or respect 
he offerings they laid upon his altar ? 0, no ! So 
lisgusted was he with their cold formality and 
hollow service, that the holy ordinances to which 
they attended, though of his own appointment, 
he prohibited as an abomination unto him, de- 
clared his ears should be closed to their prayers, 
however multiplied, and menaced them with the 
most terrible judgments. Mark his words : ''To 
what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices 
unto me ? saith the Lord : I am full of the burnt- 
offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts ; and I 
delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, 
or of he goats. When ye come to appear before 
me, who hath required this at your hand to tread 
my courts ? Bring no more vain oblations ; in- 
cense is an abomination unto me ; the new moons 
and Sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot 
away with ; it is iniquity, even the solemn meet- 
ing. Your new moons and your appointed feasts 
my soul hateth : they are a trouble unto me : I 
am weary to bear them. And when ye spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
yoa : yei^ when ye make many prayers, I will 



oppressed, judge the fatherless, p 
-widow. Come now, and let us rea 
saith the Lord : though your sins 1 
they shall he as white as snow ; tb 
red like crimson, they shall be as w( 
willing and obedient, ye shall eat tb 
Und: but if ye refuse and rebel, 
devoured with the sword : for the 
Lord hath spoken it." Continuing : 
hypocrites, notwithstanding the heav 
and exhortations, the threats were es 
were conquered and enslaved by the 
sabjugated and scattered by the 
liave ever since been spoiled and io 
nations. 
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ddighted with the prayer of the upright. If the 
Great Spirit discards the pharisaic worshipper, he 
welcomes the spiritual adorer. If the God of 
Truth threatens and punishes the hypocritical, he 
encourages and rewards the unfeigned. To the 
very nation whom Jehovah had repeatedly re- 
buked and chastised, and of whom he refused to 
be found because of their insincerity, he said, '' Ye 
shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search 
for me with all your heart." ITor was he 
slow to fulfil his gracious promise. Their 
history abounds with instances in which, im- 
mediately they abased themselves before him 
on account of their iniquities, and truly searched 
for him, he paid attention to their cry, manifested 
himself unto them, and withdrew his judgments 
from their midst. Two shall be adduced : Ex- 
posed to the sword through apostasy from God, 
they, under the reign of Asa, *' sought him with 
their whole desire ; and he was found of them : 
and the Lord gave them rest round about." So, 
on giving themselves to sincere, fervent, believing 
supplication, when captives in Babylon, for their 
phansaicalness and idolatry, he vanquished 
their oppressors, and brought them forth into 
their own land. Turning from national to 
personal narrative, cases exemplifying the cer- 

H 2 
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tainty of the diligent searcher after God succeed- 
ing, crowd upon our minds. A few it will not be 
amiss here to mention : The Jewish monarch that 
had exceedingly multiplied idolatries, grossly cor- 
rupted the people, profusely shed innocent blood, 
and long disregarded the admonitions of heaven, 
was heard and returned to his kingdom, on 
humbling himself greatly before the Supreme 
Ruler, and beseeching pardon and release, when 
a prisoner of the King of Assyria. On the 
youthful seeker of the Lord and young Royal 
reformer of the Jews becoming alarmed at learn- 
ing, from the discovered book of the law, the 
woes denounced against the Hebrews, if they 
copied the heathen, and anxiously inquiring of 
Jehovah by Huldah whether the dreaded denun- 
ciations would be verified, Grod replied in the 
afiirmative, but said unto him, ** Because thine 
heart was tender and thou hast humbled thyself 
before the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake 
against this place, and against the inhabitants 
thereof, that they should become a desolation and 
a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept be- 
fore me ; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord. 
Behold, therefore, I will gather thee unto thy 
fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave 

In peace; and thine eyes Bhail noV, %^% «JCi^^ «^ 
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which I will bring upon this place." Although 
the Judge of the whole earth singularly orertook, 
arrested, and imprisoned the seer while in the aot 
of fleeing from duty, directly the runaway 
prophet cried for deliverance his prison-doors 
were opened and he was set free. Under a 
particular flg-tree in some garden or grove in 
Gkdilee was an Israelite indeed, seeking the Lord 
God. Scarcely had the guileless man left; the 
retired spot ere the promised Messiah disclosed 
himself to him in a manner he had not in the 
least anticipated. Reluctantly but providentially 
introduced to Jesus by Philip as the Christ, 
Nathanael, from the Saviour* s correct testimony of 
him and significant reference to his secret retire- 
ment, was convinced that it was he of whom 
Moses and the prophets wrote. No sooner had 
the dying thief turned to the illustrious sufferer 
on the cross and said, " Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom," than the expiring 
Saviour responded, " Yerily I say unto thee, to- 
day shalt thou be with me in Paradise." ITot 
long had the bitter persecutor begun really to call 
on the name of the Lord before the compassionate 
Redeemer commissioned Ananias to open his eyes, 
and to instruct and baptize him, silencing his 
servant's fears by adding, ''for behold he 

H 3 
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prayeth." As a certain Roman centurion was 
devoutly praying, an angel appeared unto him, 
signified his prayers were heard, and bid him sead 
for Peter to point out what he ought to do. The 
celestial messenger was obeyed, the Gospel tidings 
were gladly received, and the Almighty wiS 
revealed in Christ Jesus unto Cornelius. Hence 
you have every encouragement to hope your 
application for Jehovah's guidance will be sac- 
cessful, if characterised by sincerity and upright- 
ness. 

You must ask fervently. There should be some 
proportion between the earnestness of your request 
and the magnitude of the blessing for which yoa 
petition. The intensity of your desire should 
lise in a degree to the mercy you supplicate at 
the Divine hand. That which you are now 
exhorted to beseech of the Almighty is no small 
favour. It is not a trifle to have God for vour 
guide. So precious a privilege is it, that a whole 
eternity will be needed duly to estimate it. The 
!N'inevites, hearing of the dreadful judgment that 
was shortly to overteike them, cried mightily unto 
God to spare them. Their fervency kept pace 
with their apprehensions. " Jesus, being in an 
ogony, prayed the more earnestly." Apprehensive 
tAat bis body would Biok. undex )i)ckft ^^i\^v^\» V^ 
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the powers of darkness in Gethsemane, and he be 
thereby prevented from making the necessary 
atonement on the cross for sinners, he offered up 
prayers and sapplications with strong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to save his frame 
from sinking, and was heard, an angel being sent . 
from heaven to strengthen him. So, while suf- 
fering intensely when bearing our sins on the tree, 
and experiencing in some mysterious manner, as 
our surety, God's hatred of iniquity, "he cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabac- 
thani? that is to say, My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?" The fervour of his 
devotions rose with the pressure of his sufferings. 
The more he feared and suffered, the greater 
became the earnestness and frequency of his 
requests. 

Let the petitions you present at the throne of 
grace for direction be on a par with the ideas the 
sacred oracles convey of yoar perilous situation, 
and of which you have already had a faint 
description. Do not pray as though it were 
immaterial whether he regarded or disregarded 
your prayer. Bemember that if unheard you 
will doubtless be waylaid, overcome, and ruined. 
None unguiddd &om on high ever escaped hell 
and arrived at heaven. Such is the influence of 
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perdition. Did you only believe this, 
vently would you now cry, ** My Fathe 
the guide of my youth.'' Little ocoas 
we have to try to light or stir up the fi: 
devotions. That fire would be kii 
burning brightly* But, credit it or not 
to the very letter, and so multitudes as 
up are continually finding to their ( 
Lord, in his infinite compassion, keep 
swelling the number ! 

You mmt ash importunately, God 
always respond to the first call. He of! 
The answer may be deferred from an u 
receive it, through asking amiss, to 
value we set on what is sought, or for 1 
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follows, Btdll urging her plea. The disciples, 
annoyed, exclaim, " Send her away ; for she 
crieth after us.'' Jesus turns to her and says, 
** I am not sent hut unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel." At this she redoubles her 
expressions of reverence, again prostrates herself 
before him, and entreats his help. Only more 
discouragingly, and even offensively, the Eedeemer 
replies by saying, "It is not meet to take the 
children's bread, and to cast it to dogs." Instead 
of being offended at him, for adopting the oppro- 
brious language applied by the Jews to the Gen- 
tiles, and disdaining the mortifying distinction, 
she ingeniously converts it into a cogent argu- 
ment in support of her petition, by responding, 
" Truth, Lord : yet the dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their master's table." I know I 
am of the Gentile race, and deserving of the 
humiliating appellation given to that race, and 
feel I can lay no claim to any of the privileges of 
God's people; yet as the family of a plentiful 
table care not for the fragments, but willingly 
allow them to be thrown to the dogs, and as thy 
resources are so vast that thou canst dispense 
blessings to the unworthy without in the least 
impoverishing thine Israel, I shall be grateful for 
such favours at thy hands as the Israelites are 
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not anxious to receive. Well may Christ exclaim, 
'* woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt !" Discouragements, instead of 
repelling and silencing her, only made her get 
closer to him, and beg more earnestly his assist- 
ance. !N'either Jesus' apparent disregard nor the 
disciples' unkind request — no, nor yet the seem- 
ing refusal, or apparently harsh and contemptuous 
repulse of Christ— could drive her from him, or 
stop her entreating his aid. She would not take 
a denial. What a specimen have we here of per- 
severing supplication! How many, who meet 
with far less to discourage than this female met 
with, retire from the footstool of mercy, and leafe 
off praying ! 

King Saul, obtaining no answer to his prayer, 
did not search out the cause, and adopt the proper 
method for its removal, but gave up petitioning 
the Almighty, and resorted to means for the 
accomplishment of his wish which he knew QoH 
had forbidden, and against which he had himself 
formerly set his face. Aware, as he was, of God's 
prohibition of witchery, and zealous as he had 
been to exterminate from the land all who prac- 
tised the abominable art, he ought not to have 
left inguiring of Jehovah in his strait because un- 
answered, and to have gone oohavA^ti^ ^^ ^\\<^ 
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of Eador. This was only making bad worse. 
His duty was to ascertain wherefore the Lord 
would not hearken unto him, and to put away 
his sin, the sole hindrance, and not to add iniquity 
unto iniquity, by ceasing to ask advice of the un- 
erring Counsellor in the court of heaven, and by 
going to consult a woman with a familiar spirit. 
Saul's case, however, is not a solitary one. Num- 
bers tread too much in his steps. Failing to 
secure the object of their entreaty, they abandon 
the legitimate mode of applying to the mercy- 
seat, and betake themselves to unjastiEable mea- 
sures for its attainment, suggested by corrupt 
nature, designing mortals, or Satanic agency ; and, 
like him, not only miss that after which they 
seek, but sink more deeply into vice and misery. 

Nevertheless, you are not to cease if you pre- 
vail not at once, but to persevere until you do. 
The beggar does not go from your door if he make 
not himself heard at first, but repeats the knock 
till he has a reply. You should imitate hi in. 
Jacob, when wrestling with the angel, exclaimed, 
on the celestial visitant wishing to depart, ** I 
will not let thee go, except thou bless me.'' The 
rebuke the two blind men had from the multitude 
did not silence them ; they only cried the more, 
saying, ** Have mercy on us, Lord, thou son of 
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« 

David." Christ prayed three times in the garden 
the night he was betrayed, and with intense feel- 
ing, vehement voice, and much weeping, and thus 
brought down the assistance invoked. Pray on, 
and with increasing vehemence, until you are 
heard. Give not up on any account. Rather die 
through incessantly and agonizingly praying than 
be imprevalent. Continue asking, seeking, and 
knocking, waxing more and more earnest, and 
success will be certain. " For," says Jesus, " every 
one that asketh receiveth ; and he that seeketh 
findeth ; and to him that knooketh it shall be 
opened." 

You mmt ask humbly, " God made man 
upright." He fashioned him after his own 
likeness. That likeness consisted " in knowledge, 
righteousness, and true holiness." The instant 
he sprang into being he possessed his bodily and 
mental powers in maturity, with such intelligence 
and heavenly principles as would enable him so 
to use them as to enjoy a pure and felicitous 
existence here, and to attain unto indescribable 
blessedness hereafter. But though he was created 
intelligent, holy, and happy, he was not created 
l&xedly so. He could stand or fall, retain or lose 
his innocency, and was placed in circumstances 
wltere he mighty if he pleaa^d, ^o evJOckax \ lis** 
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•without the stroogest inducements to maintain 
the one, and the most solemn warnings to 
avoid the other. Yery comfortahly was he 
situated, with holy, but not immutable disposi- 
tions, having life and death, blessing and cursing, 
set before him, and in the possession of the 
greatest incentives to obey the Divine commands, 
and thereby insure a joyous and blessed inter- 
minable being. His Maker put him in Paradise 
with the prohibition not to eat of a certain tree on 
pain of death, which, simple as it may seem, was 
sufficient to test his obedience, and cause him to 
feel that his continuance in integrity and hap- 
piness rested with himself: — 

" God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee ; but to persevere 
He left it in thy pow*r ; ordained thy will 
By nature free, not overriil*d by fate 
Inextricable, or strict necessity : 
Our voluntary service he requires, 
Not our necessitated ; such with him 
Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be tried whether they serve 
Willing or no, who will but what they must 
By destiny, and can no other choose ?" 

Yet, easy as it was for him to comply with 
this prohibition, he infringed it, and thus fell 
from his original purity and bliss, corrupted his 

1 A 



from the deportment of mankind 
each other, and themselves, and fron 
of heathen philosophers and emim 
authors ; but we will content oursel 
senting a few quotations from Holy 
imagination of man's heart is evil fro 
'^Behold, I was shapen in iniquit; 
did my mother conceive me." ** 
sheep have gone astray; we have 
one to his own way ; and the Lord 
him the iniquity of us all." '* 
obedience of one man many were n 
** Death passed upon all men, for 
sinned." "The whole world lieti 
ness." Weigh these passages, i 
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and which he certainly does, we are hound to 
deem them so, however excellently informed 
and naturally well-disposed many may be, and 
whatever some might, advance to the contrary. 
A thousand things may start up and co-operate to 
restrain not a few from committing gross sin, and 
even render them from their youth up intelligent 
and virtuous in the sight of the world ; but only 
test such in regard to spiritual matters, and they 
will be seen to have a mind at enmity with their 
ever-blessed Creator, and a heart averse to eternal 
realities. Let who will try to exalt human 
nature, we can truly, and with tha best warrant, 
say in respect to mankind while in their natural, 
unrenewed state, ** There is none righteous, no 
not one : there is none that understandeth, there 
is none that seeketh after God. They are all 
gone out of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable ; there is none that doeth good, no, 
not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with 
their tongues they have used deceit ; the poison of 
asps is under their lips ; whose mouth is full of 
cursing and bitterness: their feet are swift to 
shed blood : destruction and misery are in their 
ways: and the way of peace have they not 
known: there is no fear of God before their 
eyes." 

12 J 
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indying worm, and light up round oi 
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leither can we be freed by any might 
)oth are too deep-seated for human 
latural means to reach. As well 
Ethiopian attempt to change his skii 
eopard his spots, as for us to try by 
wisdom or strength to restore ourselrc 
avour and image of Gk)d. The ability 
)ur make we possess, and have most e 
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8km to the narrow way, and an inclination to the 
broad road, and have begun to shun the former 
and to walk in the latter. In other words, your 
bias is against the good and for the evil, and you 
have already wilfully followed that bias. Have 
you not here, therefore, much to prostrate you in 
the dust before the Highest? Iniquity cannot 
exalt, it must abase. To transgress is to wrong 
God, our neighbour, and ourselves ; and who can 
remember having done so, and not be humbled ? 
How can you recollect that you have sinned, that 
you have by sinning ruined yourselves, that 
Christ before he could save you had to die an 
accursed death, and that you must rely solely on 
his atoning blood ere you can be ransomed, and 
not be stripped of all pride and self-sujQiciency, 
and be clothed in the deepest humility? Such 
was the lowliness of the Publican at the recollec- 
tion of his offences, that on going up to the 
temple to pray, he stood afar off. Then ''the 
meek will he guide in judgment " '' the meek will 
he teach his way;*' but "the proud he re- 
sisteth." Indeed, a rule with God, and &om 
which he never departs, is to cast down the self- 
exalted and to lift up the self-abased. * * Whosoever 
exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that 
bumbleth himself shall be exalted." "Verily 
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hey are — " ye shall not enter into the king< 
leaven/' '^ Before destruction the heart o 
3 haughty, and hefore honour is hum 
^hile the mightiest monarch of his da; 
trutting on the roof of his palace, and b^ 
7ith pride, in view of the^ splendid city wh 
lad huilt, the sentence went forth from the 
f Kings, and he was deprived of everythiuj 
educed to the condition of a heast of the 
^hen the son of Kish was little in his own 
he Lord made him the head of the tri 
[srael. The exceedingly lofty Haman Prov 
rranged should first pnt upon the greatl 
tumbled Mordecai the very honours whi 
■xcessive vanity led him to choose, sup 
hem intended for himself, next serve as hij 
.nd afterwards be hanged on the identic! 

Ill 1 jii»-. T^r.-j . 
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consists of regret for past iniquity, and is attended 
with corresponding results; but that regret re- 
spects not God, only sin's unexpected conse^ 
quenoes, and those results tend not to amendment, 
but to a multiplicacion of offences. Such was the 
sorrow of Judas. When he saw Jesus was taken, 
bound, tried, and condemned, he grieved exces- 
sively, and would have gladly undone his crime. 
His grief, however, was not godly, nor were its 
effects. It merely arose from an apprehension of 
the calamities he had involved Christ in by his 
traitorous act, and only led from instead of to the 
Saviour, and into instead of from wickedness. 
Nor is the contrition of many in our day any 
better in its nature or fruits. They are troubled 
at the pain their vice may have occasioned a 
fellow-mortal, not at the displeasure it has given 
the Almighty ; they mourn over the inflictions of 
their sin, not over their sin; they strive to be 
free from the penalty of their transgression, not 
from their transgression. Distressed as they may 
be, they are unchaDged ; and, after awhile, they 
will be again seen pursuing their old course. The 
repentance which needs not to be repented of 
comprises godly sorrow for trespasses committed, 
accompanied with weeping, sometimes fasting, 
confeauon, self-condemnation, restitution, acquies- 

A 
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oesoa ia punishment adminiateFed, entire reli 
on JcBus the atoning Lamb for pardoning i 
and renewing grace, rcnanoiiitian of nn, an 
adoption of a holy life. The broken-he 
P^mist, in addressing Clod, eaid, " Against 
thee only, hare I sinned, and done this e\ 
thy sight." Peter vent out and irept bitt 
and the woman, who was a sinner, washet 
feet of Jesos with her tears. Saul of 1 
neither did eat nor drink for three days. ' 
seed of Israel separated themselves froi 
strangers, and stood and oonfesaed their t 
Job exclaimed, " Behold, I am vile : what 
I answer tbee i I will lay my hand upoE 
mouth." Ziocheus eaid, " If E have taken 
thing from any man by false aoonsatioa, 1 k 
him fourfold." The penitent thief rebuke) 
other, saying, " Dost not thou fear God, ■ 
thou art in the same condemnation ? And 
indeed, justly ; for we receive the due rewa 
our deeds ; bat this man hath done no 
amiss." The multitudes, who became ala 
about their iniquities, under Peter's disoouri 
the Pentecostal mora, willingly submitted 
baptized in the name of Jesos Cbrist for tt 
mimoB ot sina, and In order to obttun the g 
the Roly Qhoat. They ihvis ^i^'&A'j eiu! 
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fessedly embraced the Lord Jesus as their iadi- 
vidual and only Saviour, with the feeling that he 
could and would wash them from their guilt ia 
his own blood, and free them from their corrup- 
tion, by the impartation of the Spirit's sanctify- 
ing influences. '' Manasseh took away the strange 
gods, and the idols out of the house of the Lord, 
and all the altars that he had built in the mount 
of the house of the Lord, and in Jerusalem, and 
cast them out of the city. And he repaired the 
altar of the Lord, and sacrificed thereon peace ' 
offerings and thank-offerings, and commanded 
Judah to serve the Lord God of Israel." Paul 
instantly repented of his persecutions, preached 
the faith, which before he destroyed ; yes, and 
he henceforth eminently lived it, and at last 
nobly bled in its defence. 

Bepentance is an indispensable duty. It neces- 
sarily grows out of the violation of the moral law. 
There can be no penitence where there is no sin. 
Transgression gives occasion for godly sorrow. 
Whoever has perpetrated any species of iniquity 
is bound to repent of it. I^ot to do so is to add 
to the offence. Even were no hope of forgiveness 
held out to the sinner it would be right for him 
to be repentant, because in trespassing he has 
inflicted an injury on God, his fellows, and him* 
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Bslf ; and the tranBgreBBor who is not peniti 
thereby a^ravating hU criminality. Tea, 
utterly unfttting himself either to implore 
receive pardon, and cansiag Jehovah ncitli 
hear nor forgive him. Why is it so many ] 
light of the Gospel invitations ? la it not bei 
they have a darkened understanding and an 
penitent heart ? Ignorant of the turpitude 
destructivenesB of their transgressions, they 
tinne in impenitence and unbelief. No penitc 
tear silently steals down their cheeks, or an: 
inquiry what they must do to be saved esc 
their lips. Thinking lightly of their sine, 
feel little about them, set no value on forgave 
and care not to look unto Qod through C 
Jesus for mercy. Ay, and offering them pa 
whilst in such circumstances, is like casting | 
before swine. They deem it unworthy of 
aeeeptanco. "Were they, however, only to j 
clear sight of their iniquities, with the ani 
sure penalties, they could not hut be distrese 
solicitous for deliverance, and very ready to i 
fest penitency before Jehovah, and to flee to 3 
the sinner's unfailing and solo refuge. Hen 
you have sinned, it is incumbent on you to 
BO due a Beosa of your faults as to be oonBtr 
to cry unto God peuiteutiallly. TSnisaa -3^ 
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joa will ask amiss, and be unnoticed. "Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." ** God 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent." 
The Publican, in token of the anguish of his soul, 
smote upon his breast. Paul discovered his in 
the disinclination he showed for nutriment. 

In order to the exercise of true repentance, a 
knowledge of your real state before God is abso- 
lutely requisite. There is no possibility of any 
repenting so long as they are blind to their 
guilty, polluted, perilous condition. Ignorance 
here is the secret why such numbers live and die 
uncontrite. Let them but discern their culpa- 
bility, defilement, and doom, and they could no 
longer be at ease in their trespasses. Instantly 
would they feel alarmed for their safety, be 
anxious to know how to act, and show a prompt- 
ness to fall in with God's gracious arrangements. 
They could not behave as tbey are now behaving. 
As well might you expect a man to meet a tiger 
unconcerned as for them to go on in indifference. 
The sightless may fearlessly walk on the edge of 
a precipice, but not the open-eyed. In a similar 
manner, the unenlightened can tread on the brink 
of the bottomless pit, but not the enlightened. So 
constituted are we, that the moment danger of any 
kind is apprehended by us, our fears are excited, 
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and we Itecome desirous of escaping. Wi 
striking proof of this in the condnct o 
illumiaed by the first effusion of the Hoi] 
While in blindness to their awfolly crimi 
h&zardous state, they could mock and even 
the inspiration of the Spirit in tlie apostU 
mere effect of being full of nev wine ; but 
they were brought to see how appalling i 
aSain were with them, their whole behari 
changed. They inetantaneously treml 
themselves; they respectfully inquired 
disciplea, whom they had juat before i 
and misjudged, what they mnst do ; they 
listened to the advice given ; they, wlthoi 
repented, and took shelter from coming jn 
in Christ as the atoning Lamb, provided 
oepted of Qod for the world's redemptio 
nndiscemed is unbemoaned; sin perot 
bewailed. From a correct perception of b 
proper feelings relative to sin. Where t1 
not, there the other cannot be. Ton mns 
you be sincerely contrite, see that sine do U 
door ; that they have been done against t 
High ; that they have been wholly unp 
yea, the very opposite of what he desen 
you ; that they have justly displeased hi 
tie/ expose jou to " the wtatti to mitoi 
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lie would rather yoa should turn thau perish ; and 
that his pity for jou is such as to induce him to 
send his dear Son so to suffer and die as to make it 
compatible with justice to remit your naughtiness. 
To bring you to possess this knowledge, Gk)d 
uses the sacred Scriptures, the Holy Spirit, 
gracious and afflictive providences, various judg- 
ments, the agency of Christian men, and espe- 
cially the Cross, as on his part it exhibits bound- 
less love to sinners, in furnishing them with a 
substitute, supplies a sure pledge to the be- 
lieving penitent of being assisted and received, in 
the aid and acceptance the surety realised ; mani- 
fests marked respect for the law, by requiring 
the surety's compliance with its precepts, and 
endurance of its curse ; sets forth strict justice, in 
the exaction of the needful penalty or atonement 
from the substitute ; shows perfect hatred of sin, 
by punishing the transgressor's iniquity in the 
surety ; and indicates certain destruction to the 
finally impenitent, in not allowing of the sub- 
stitute's escape. The address of Nathan the 
prophet recovered David from the stupor of his 
awful fall ; the captivity of Manasseh aided in 
convincing him of the baseness of his doings ; the 
discoveries the Almighty made of himself to Job 
led him to perceive his own vileness ; the look of 
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Jesus reminded Peter of his faithful promises, the 
Redeemer's predictions, and the enormous guilt 
incurred in denying his Lord ; the sermon of the 
restored disciple on the Day of Pentecost 
awakened three thousand to a sense of their 
woful situation; the appearance of Christ to the 
zealous persecutor, near Damascus, discovered to 
liim the iniquitousness and peril of his course; 
the earthquake aroused the Philippian gaoler to a 
cDnsciousness of his sinful, hazardous position; 
and the full exhibition of the doctrines of Christ's 
crucifixion by Paul, whithersoever he went, was 
the means of opening the understandings, arousing 
the fears, melting the hearts, and reforming the 
lives of individuals of every class, thereby veri- 
fying the saying of Jesus, *' And I, if I be lifted 
up from the earth, will draw all men unto me." 
0, that the great Head of the Church may deign 
thus to employ these pages ! 

You must ask yielding yourself. No persons 
think of requesting any one to be their guide 
without being prepared to attend implicitly to 
his directions. Were they not, it would be the 
height of folly to solicit of him such a request; 
for how could he possibly behave towards them 
jn that capacity, if they were unwilling to do as 
lie suggested f Why, if 'we \)ei^wisi^ \» Vs»ft 
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ourselves, and meet a child we imagine familiar 
with the neighbourhood, and inquire our way, 
we pursue the track it points out to us. Nor 
should you for a moment entertain the idea of 
crying unto Jehovah, " My Father, thou art the 
guide of my youth," if you are not ready to obey 
his voice, and walk according to his counsels, as 
for him to act towards you in that character in- 
evitably involves on your part unreserved sub- 
mission. 

Supposing the emancipated Hebrews, when 
entangled in the wilderness, shut up by sur- 
rounding rocks, mountains, and seas, with the 
Egyptian hosts at their heels, had gone backward 
and not forward, as they were bidden, in answer 
to their prayer — why, instead of having a highway 
made for them through the pathless deep, and 
finally being able to rejoice over their defeated 
pursuers, they would have run into the very jaws 
of the enemy and perished. Disobedience to the 
heavenly direction sought must have sunk them 
in hopeless bondage, if not into the arms of the 
king of terrors. Yet, strange to say, many who 
cry unto God to set and keep them in the right 
course, are not careful to adopt and follow the 
method appointed. They neither guard against 
objects exposing them to temptation, nor search 

K 2 



108 THE UKEBBIXa GUIDE. 

the Scriptures to ascertain their revealed duty. 
Even the knowledge they have is not put into 
practice. They call Jehovah Lord, but they do 
not the things he commands. Instances of this 
came, not long since, under the writer's notice. 
Several young people, professing godliness, and, 
to all appearance, sincere, knowingly enterod 
forbidden paths. Whilst praying to be guided 
from on high, they needlessly associated with the 
unthinking, irreligious, and profane, dared to 
taste prohibited pleasures, and literally yoked 
themselves to unbelievers, manifesting a thorough 
disrelish for private and public ordinances of re- 
ligion. It is scarcely necessary to add that they 
have dishonoured the Redeemer, wounded Chris- 
tians, become a stumbling-block to the ungodly, 
and are posting to perdition. To crave and not 
to heed God's counsel is worse than useless. The 
best advice can only benefit so far as it is followed. 
Let who will ask as he might the road to any 
place, if he declined to proceed therein he would 
never gftt there. So, inquire as you may the 
pathway to heaven, if you tread it not you must 
fail to arrive thereat. After Ahab had been in- 
quiring of God by Micaiah whether he should go 
against Ramoth-Gilead to battle, or forbear, and 
^as assured that if lie veutot^Qi \ift ^wsX.^ \i^ 
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slain, he yielded to his own inclinations and went, 
having previously disguised himself, with the 
hope of escaping ; but, notwithstanding his pre- 
cautions, an apparently random yet well-directed 
arrow smote him between the joints of his breast- 
plate, and he died. I^ot the hearers or the 
knowers of the "Word are pronounced blessed ; 
but the doers thereof. Wherefore, be as concerned 
to do as to know the Lord's will. Ask your way 
to Zion with your face thitherward, not hellward. 
0, be not so foolish and wicked as to be pretend- 
ingly asking for the path to the realms of blisp, 
and consciously pursuing the road to the regions 
of woe I While entreating the Highest to order 
your goings, entirely submit to his control, and be 
ever fully prepared to observe whatsoever he 
enjoins, however painful to flesh and blood. 
Nothing less can possibly insure you a safe ar- 
rival at your Almighty Father's house. 

You mmt ask helievingly. To ask believingly 
is to ask with the full assurance we shall have the 
very thing we solicit. Before we can thus ask, we 
must see that the boon sought is promised. Had 
God nowhere said he would listen to us, though 
we might have called on his name, we could not 
have done so with the belief we should be heard. 
There must be some ground for confidence bef(H^ 
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deduce the inference God will assui 
if you ask him ; but you are no 
The Lord says, " Those who seek 
find me." You are, therefore, wai 
treating his guidance, with the full 
having it. To ask in doubt, whei 
plain positive promise from God, is 
word ; to dispute his word is to que 
racter; to question his character 
insult him ; and to grossly insult h 
way to prevail. "He that believ< 
hath made him a liar." "Without f 
possible to please him : for he that co 
must believe that he is, and that he i 
of them that diligentlv seplr hirv. »» 
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.ny pray in doubt, few with expectancy. The 
aaway knocks at mercy's door far exceed the 
aiting ones. Numbers draw near to the throne 
L grace, and petition for blessings, without staying 
be answered, while only two or three here and' 
.here stop for a reply. No sooner are the sup- 
plications of most finished, than they rise from 
their knees and withdraw, eyen forgetting what 
they have been to the mercy-seat about. For 
a response they think not to wait or to look. 
The bare idea of having prayed seems to satisfy 
them. But can that really avail them anything ? 
Will it not rather feed their self-righteousness, 
and thereby tend to buoy them up with a false 
hope ? To rest content with a devotional act or 
with any religious performance is to put that act 
or performance in the place of Christ, and to make 
it and not him the Saviour. Must not the ad- 
vantage of prayer be its prevalency with God ? 
If, for example, the broken-hearted sinner implore 
forgiveness and succeed not, wherein is he pro- 
fited ? He is still in his sins. Merely praying 
leaves him as it found him, a guilty, ruined crea- 
ture. Only prevalently pleading secures his 
pardon and consequent salvation. Is a mendicant 
ever satisfied with anything short of successful 
begging ? Can he at any time be so infatuated 



iieyer meet uis warns r j%,y, ijuxu. u\m^ 
Mrithoat a single promise, and in the face 
discouragements, go from door to door, f 
knocking until some one come, then x 
means in his power to move the party to 
relieve him, taking, in no case, a denif 
with the greatest reluctance? Ought 
otherwise with any entreating God's n 
grace, especially as they have ground fc 
to he heard he has not ? If the beggar 
an engagement on the part of the ; 
respond to his appeals, will ask hopingly; 
a pledge from Jehovah of being heeded, 
should. Elijah, when requesting rain, 
servant to watch where the first indicati 
answer might be perceived. Observe tl 
God ! He has just bidden the wicked 
eat and drink, and is now ascendin 
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rain. Back the young man comes, declaring 
*' There is nothing." The supplicating prophet, 
not despairing, says, " Go again seven times." He 
obeys, and goes and returns, goes and returns, 
still saying " There is nothing." As these words 
each time fall on the seer's ear, the feryour 
of his pleading rises, the less he becomes in self- 
estimation, the greater is his importunity, and the 
more he tries to shake off every intruding, impedi- 
tive doubt, till at last he is saluted with a cry 
" Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the 
sea, like a man's hand." His petitioning prevails ! 
The heavens are black with clouds and wind. 
Ere the hastened king reaches his royal seat in 
Jezreel, the rain begins to descend in torrents. 
What an example have you here of how you 
should pray ! follow it ! Let others do as 
they may ; be it your plan to supplicate on, not 
allowing the delayed answer to silence you, only 
to increase your fervency, humility, and expecta- 
tion, and you shall as surely be regarded as the 
Tishbite. Dictated and invited by the Hearer of 
prayer, your request cannot but meet with accept- 
ance, and insure the Divine guidance. Having 
said unto you ''Wilt thou not from this time 
cry unto me, My Father, thou art the guide of 
my youth ? " can he, on your doing so, find it in his 
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heart to pay no attention to jou ? !N'ay, nay ; he 
cannot. Neither his benignity nor his faithful- 
ness would allow him thus to act. Let but your 
entreaty be animated by sincerity, nerved with 
energy, activated by importunity, adorned with 
humility, bedewed by penitence, loosened from 
cherished sin, winged by faith, and despatched 
through the new and living way, Christ Jesus, 
and it will most assuredly be prevalent. 

You must ask in the spirit of the Gospel, God 
sustains a twofold relation to you. He is your 
Father and your moral Governor. As Father, he 
brings you into existence, and provides for your 
necessities ; as moral Governor, he gives you a 
law which he requires you to obey. " Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and thy neighbour as thyself," is the substance of 
that law. ** The law of the Lord," say the sacred 
writers, " is perfect " — " the statutes of the Lord 
are right " — '^ the commandment of the Lord is 
pure " — ** the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether." ITor can it be honestly 
spoken of in any other terms. For surely we 
ought to love the best of beings most, and all his 
children equally ? Less than this God cannot de« 
mand. ITeither will you, if in a proper state of 
mind, desire to render leaa. Xea,\i»SL^€^wSsk 
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made the standard of our lore to him and to our 
fellow'creatares lower in the least degree, he 
would have been unjast to himself and to them ; 
for we should neittier have loved him or them 
as deserved, nor have been preserved from 
sacridcing his or their interest, when seemingly 
clashing with our own. Proportionately as we 
keep or violate the first and second great com- 
mandments, we shall be found obeying or dis- 
obeying all the rest pertaining to God and man. 
" Love is the fulfilling of the law." Only love 
the Almighty to the utmost extent of your 
powers, and you will serve him to the best of your 
abilities. Only love mankind as you love your- 
selves, and you will do to them as you would they 
should do unto you. Let your love to the Lord 
abate, and you will relax in his service. Let 
your love to men lessen, and you will prefer dear 
sdlf before them. Hence, would you not sin 
against God or injure one another, you must 
comply with the two great commands, the very 
essence of the moral law. But equitable and 
obligatory as is the Divine behest, you have 
neglected it. The consequence is, you are justly 
exposed to its penalty. God cannot forgive you, 
except sufficient amends be made for the neglect, 
and you cannot make those amends. If a magis- 
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trate hare his son brooglit before him for breakin( 
a precept of the land, as father he could pard(n 
him, bat as magistrate he could not, unless thi 
requirements of the broken precept were met. 8< 
God, as your Father, can remit your trespass ; bat 
as your Judge, he cannot, without the law of Ga 
universe be satisfied. One, a merchant an* 
Mayor of Galway, in the reign of Henry V. 
sent his only son, as commander of a ship, t 
Spain, for a cargo of wine. The son kept ffa 
money intrusted to him for the purchase of tli 
cargo ; and the Spanish merchant who suppHfi 
the wine despatched his nephew to receive it 
debt. To conceal the fraud, young Fitz-Stephc 
conceived the plan of murdering the Spaniard; 
a project in which he brought the crew to uniti 
The unsuspecting Spaniard was seized in bed 8B 
thrown overboard, and the ship arrived in per 
Some time after one of the sailors became i] 
and being on the point of death, confessed tl 
horrid deed in which he had participatei 
The parent, though horror-stricken and hear 
distressed, said ''justice should take its course, 
and caused, as Mayor, his son to be oommitti 
with the rest of the crew. Like Brutus, he s 
in judgment on hiq son, and with his o^ 
Jjps, under emotions bettex ieU ^^ckssi ^x^tuiM 
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pronounced the sentence which left him childless. 
Another, a chief magistrate, when his son had, by 
violating a law of the country, become liable to 
the penalty of losing both eyes, literally lost an 
eye himself, and required the culprit to lose one. 
While, however, the former condemned his only 
son to death, without the means of redeeming him, 
and the latter bore part of the punishment for his 
son, with no power to prevent his doing the like 
again, God has in his boundless compassion fur- 
nished a ransom, even Christ crucified, through 
which he can be just and yet your justifier — a 
ransom which enables him, as a compassionate 
Father, freely to forgive you, his offending 
children; and, as an upright Judge, fully to 
satisfy the law violated by you— a ransom which, 
while it honourably secures to you pardon for past 
offences, insures, through its supply of motives 
and grace, your future obedience — a ransom which 
was shadowed forth by heavenly promises, by 
prophetic visions, by Jewish sacrifices, and by 
the providential system of making our temporal 
safety, comfort, and happiness to depend on the 
self-denial, sufferings, and risk of others — a 
ransom which requires to be wholly relied on 
as such, to prove thus beneficial. Yes, yes ; 
blessed be his name, he has sent his beloved Son, 
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who, hy the sacrifiBe of himaelf, has eff 
reqaisite atoaemeat for the remission am 
of sin ! You mast, therefore, draw i 
Qod throogb Christ, as your ODly and a 
Bnhstitnte, or he totally unheeded. " '. 
eayt the Savioar, " can come unto the f 
by me." In other words, except you I 
the Lord Jeaua Christ, yon cannot be 
from the cnrse of God's law— you mm 
Hear the Hij^hest on this point : " 
believeth on him is not condemned ; bn 
beliereth not is condemned already, bi 
hath not believed on the name of the 
gotten Son of God." " He that believe 
baptiied shall be saved; but he that 
not shall be damned." "He that bel 
the Son hath everlasting life ; he that bel 
the Son shall not see life, but the wra 
sbideth on him." Faith in Jesus God h 
indispensable to redemption. Lack it i 
or your doom will be certain. Trust 
and he will surely save you. Rely noi 
and look to whom or to what you may. 
be undoubtedly lost. In him there is 
eomplete, free, present, and perpetual i 
oui of him there is before you utter, 
approaching, and etemsiV &e%tT\iti>iia& 
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obedience anto death he has made an atonement, 
on the ground of which he can and will, pro- 
Yiding you confide in him, justify and sanctify 
you, thus rendering you entitled to and fit for 
heaven. Justification comprises your being treated 
as righteous by God, or includes your forgiveness 
and acceptance with God, or clears you from the 
penalty of your sins, and secures you the reward 
of obedience, and, consequently, opens to you 
the gates of God's kingdom here and hereafter; 
sanctification liberates you from the thraldom of 
iniquity, and meetens you for the services and 
glory of that kingdom. When the rock Christ 
was smitten as our surety by the rod of justice, 
blood and water gushed out — blood to atone for 
sin ; water to cleemse from sin. Now he can and 
does, by virtue of his expiation, come to us with 
forgiveness in one hand and purification in the 
other. Eeceive him, and he will make your 
robes white. His atoning blood shall completely 
remove £rom you every guilty and polluted stain, 
and perfectly restore you to Jehovah's favour and 
image. Through it the Almighty is able and 
willing to treat, and to render you as if you had 
never sinned. Such is its efficacy that it enables 
God to acquit the guiltiest, and the Holy Spirit 
to purify the vilest, thereby investing them with 

L 2 Jj 
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a right to and a fitness for the sky, and that too 
in strict accordance with the rales of righteoiu- 
ness. The Lord Jesus is not a partial, bat a 
thorough Saviour. He saves not at the expense 
of, but in harmony with, equity — ^not from the 
criminality only, but also from the defilement of 
transgression. His is a fair and an entire salva- 
tion. It meets all the claims of the offended 
Creator, and embraces all the wants of the offend- 
ing creature. Finding God, as supreme Sovereign, 
justly displeased with man for violating the law, 
and man, as his subject, deservedly exposed to 
shame and sorrow, sickness and death, judgment 
and hell, in total blindness to the ruin, and with- 
out power to effect a deliverance, the Redeemei 
provides for the Divine Euler's pacification, and 
for the rebellious subject's enlightenment and 
conviction, repentance and faith, pardon and 
peace, strength and comfort, renewal and resor* 
rection, acquittal and glorification, by laying 
down his own spotless life as a propitiatory sacti' 
fice. Who that thinks of this can do otherwise 
than heartily take up the angelic song, ** Glorj 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, gooc 
will toward men,'' sang at the Saviour's birth 
and confidently hope in Jesus for '* wisdom, anc 
ngbteonsnesB, and saiictifi.catioii, an^t^^xsi'^'^^u^ 
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Bat you may be ready to inquire what it is to 
believe on Christ Jesus. la reply, we remark^ 
there are some things so simple that to attempt to 
define them is to mystify them. Faith is one of 
those things. Nevertheless, it would be wrong 
not to try to give you an idea of it. Faith, then, 
is the result of possessing conclusive evidence of 
oar lost state, and of Christ's ability and willing- 
ness to save us. For example, when we see, on 
the one hand, that we have, by sinning, ruined 
ourselves, and are unable to do anything by which 
to effect our salvation ; and perceive, on the other, 
that Christ has provided deliverance for us, by 
dying on the cross, and is ready to grant it unto 
us, we naturally and instantly rely on him for it ; 
and no sooner do we trust to him for it than we 
have it. Granted, many profess to believe on the 
Lord Jesus who never really felt that they had 
by trespassing undone themselves, and that only 
Christ through his sacrificial death could and 
would rescue them from destruction; but their 
belief is the consequence of training rather than 
of experience. They believe because they were 
taught to do so, and not because they feel their 
own iniquitous, perishing condition, and Christ's 
power and readiness to effectuate their deliverance. 
To the tmth as it is in Tesa*^ IIlq^ h&ve learned 
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God does not expect any to look to Christ as 
their Saviour without proof of their need of him, 
or to confide in him as such without the ere- 
dentials of his being the Saviour. Both he has 
given in the inspired oracles, and also afforded the 
strongest attestations of the veracity of those 
oracles. Were an individual to come to you as an 
entire stranger, and request of you the loan of a 
sum of money, you would not lend it to him ; 
but were he to furnish you with evident proofs of 
his substance and integrity you might; simply 
because in the one case there would not be the 
slightest foundation for the belief that it would be 
returned, while in the other there would be the 
best ground for such a belief. So, for the same 
reason, were Christ to present himself to you as an 
unknown person, and press you to trust to him 
for redem ption, you would not, however alarmed 
yoa might be about your sins ; but were he to sup* 
ply you with a satisfactory testimony that he was 
able and willing to be your redeemer, you would. 
Search, then, the Scriptures, invoking the aid of 
the Holy Ghost to open your understanding, that 
you may comprehend them, and they will not only 
testify to your deadly moral malady and of the 
great Physician's gratuitous, unfailing skill, but 
fully substantiate their testations. Whilst chanB||fl 
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ing yon with being a iinner and witneannj 
Jesus as the Savionr, they will adduce an an 
of evidence in support of both you ahall ni 
able to gainaay or disprove. Carrying as th( 
heaven's seal on their pages, they are sni 
carefaUy and devoatly perused, to commend 
testimony to yoar judgment and impress 
heart. Though laying yon low and exB 
Christ, you will feel convinced they are right 
be constrained to cast yourself at Jesus' 
crying, "Lord, aave, or I perish." 

But let us try if we can make faith still : 
plain to you. Hoses formed k brazen ser 
put it on a pole, set it up, and announced t 
serpent -bitten Jews that whosoever behel 
should live ; and many did behold it and rec 
The Israelites who looked showed thereby 
they believed the announcement. Jonah 
claimed among the Nioevites, " Yet forty ( 
and Nineveh shall be overthrown ; " and 
people instituted a fast. The appointment 
fast indicated they believed the proclama 
Jesus told bis disciples he was about to 1 
them, and they were very sad. The sadness 
manifested denoted they believed the intimi 
An eateemei friend writes stating he will pa 
a visit, and oome by saoh a \xun, a.'&d^ '■jtva 
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the station at the time the specified train is due 
with the expectation of meeting him. Your 
going to meet him proves you helieve the state- 
ment. A letter is forwarded to you hinting the 
serious illness of a beloved relative, and you are 
troubled. The trouble you feel signifies you be- 
lieve the hint. In like manner, ''the faithful 
saying," that ** Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners,'' is published to the sin-burdened 
soul ; and he goes to Christ expecting he will 
save him, and is freed of his burden. His going 
expectantly, and his release, show he believes 
" the faithful saying." One Monday morning the 
writer called on a sick and dying man, often 
previously visited, and inquired what were his 
prospects for eternity. Ha immediately raised 
himself in his bed, leaned upon his elbow, and 
with tears said, " 0, Sir, T am not prepared to 
die. I read and pray as well as I can, and try 
to do whatever the kind visitants tell me ; still I 
feel my sins are not pardoned, and they are such 
a load at my heart." " But, dear friend," was 
the reply, ** you are not going the way to realise 
forgiveness. The children of Israel being ex- 
tremely rebellious, God sent fiery flying serpents 
among them, which bit not a few of the rebels. 
Of the bite some died, and others were expiring^ 



the Lord told him to make a brazei 
put it on a pole, and set it up in t 
proclaim that whosoever would look 
on the pole should be healed. Nov 
instead of doing as they were hi 
continued to cry to the Almighty 
would he have regarded their ent 
stored them to health ? " After a 
answered, "Noj God would not." 
" 0," said he, *• they did not do 
commanded." "Ah! and you, 
holding the Lamb of God, which t 
sins of the world, and expecting 
your transgressions, as you have 
directed, have all along been looki 
were doing for forgiveness ; and tl 
vou are yet unpardoned." " 0,' 
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relying on my reading and praying, and not on 
the Saviour. I understand now. I hafe to 
depend on the Lord Jesus Christ for redemption ; 
and if I do, I shall have it. Why, I already feel 
comfort in looking to him.'' That morning, he 
heheld the Eedeemer hy the eye of faith, was 
delivered from the burden of sin, and found rest 
nnto his soul. Often did he refer with gratitude 
to the light which then broke in upon his distressed 
mind, and to the relief that followed. On being 
removed to a room thought to be more comfort- 
able, he remarked to his beloved partner, " I shall 
soon be in a far, far better place than this." A 
little while before dying, he was asked if he feared 
the future. "0, no," he responded, *' a believer 
ought not to doubt or fear ; for Christ cannot go 
from his promise. He has declared he will save 
them that trust in him, and he will be sure to 
Veep his word." Even in his greatest pain he 
did not forget to urge on his children, when 
pressing around his bed, to serve the Lord, and to 
be good to their mother, with such counsels a^ 
he deemed needful. Towards the last, though 
severely handled by the disease, he gave satis- 
factory evidence to those present that the Chief 
Shepherd was with him, lighting up the valley of 
the shadow of death, and c^mKot^xi^ Vcssa. V* 
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ith a clear idea ot taita m ine xiocu «• 
ad to constrain you to believe to the si 
r the soul. May the Holy Ghost make it 
ffective ! 

There is no merit in faith. The healing v 
) not in the taking of the medicine, but i 
ledicine taken. The nourishment is nc 
le chewing of the food, but in the food chc 
*he vitality is not in the breathing, but ii 
ir which is breathed. The help is not in ' 
agf but in the staff on which we lean ^ 
miking. E^en so, the merit is not in th 
ieving on Christ, but in the Christ believe 
Itill, would you be healed, kept alive, and f 
on must apply the medicine, food, air, and 
your own use in the appointed way. 
srould you be ransomed, you must appro 
'nan9^ mprif. aftftordiniT to the established mc 
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redeemed ascribe the whole of the honour of their 
redemption to the adorable Trinity. Besides, 
could human performances have taken away sin, 
where would have been the need for the Lord to 
suffer ? The fact that Christ, who knew no sin, 
has been made a sin-offering for us, that we might 
be the righteousness of God in him, is sufficient 
to show that nothing we can possibly do, only 
what Jesus has done on our behalf, can set us free 
from iniquity. While we are commanded to 
repent, to reform, to pray, to search the Scrip- 
tures, to observe the ordinances of the sanctuary, 
and to do good, we are nowhere bidden to trust 
to repentance, to reformation, to prayer, to the 
searching of tho Word, to attendance at the 
temple, or to gracious deeds, for acceptance with 
God, but to Christ Jesus, the expiating Lamb ; and 
to do 80 is to stop short of redemption and perish. 
Just as the expressions of penitential grief, the 
begging for mercy, or the signs betokening moral 
improvement, manifested by the criminal, cannot 
atone for his crime, or deliver him from punish- 
ment ; 80 godly sorrow, the plea for clemency, or 
a reformed life, on our part, can in nowise expiate 
our guilt or save us from the sinner's doom. A 
contrite spirit is a befitting and a necessary spirit 
for the receiving of pardon, but not at all expia- 
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)at the mere reading, beariDg, or sma^iu^ 
nspired Documents is not redeeming, 
the Lord saves he requires to be asked, bi 
act of asking is not meritorious. Gkod 
springing from right motives are not saviiij 
an evidence of being saved. Yet, on some 
all of these, multitudes are basing their ho] 
eternity. Their repentant tears, their an 
ways, their fervent prayers, their Soriptnr 
ings, their devout meditations, their chv 
ohapel goings, their sacramental observance 
almsdceds, they are lookiog to for ease ft 
weight of transgression, and not to Jes 
bore our sins in his own body on the ti 
look as they may to any or to the whole c 
they will still have to hang their heads 
rushes and to go mourning. There ca 

•"^ innc as they seek t 
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there is enough demerit to shut us out of heaven 
and to sink us into hell. We cannot, in fact, do a 
single thing acceptable to God apart from Jesus 
Christ. " Without me," says the Saviour, " ye 
can do nothing." The very ability to do good 
comes from our Lord. '* As the branch/' remarks 
Jesus, '^cannot bear finiit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me." Like as the branch can live and 
bear fruit only while in the viae, so we can be 
alive and fruitful only whilst in Christ. In 
Immanuel we live, and move, and have our being 
as men and as Christians. If there be any good 
thing in us, it is from him ; if any evil thing, it 
is from ourselves. Out of Christ we are carnally- 
minded, and the minding of the flesh is death ; 
in Christ we are spiritually-minded, and the 
minding of the Spirit is life. While in the flrst 
Adam we remain dead in trespasses and sins, and 
it is not until we become joined to the second 
Adam we rise to a life of righteousness. But 
if in ourselves potent only for evil, and in 
Christ alone powerful for good, what becomes of 
our supposed merit ? Is it not all in Jesus and 
none in us ? Away then with the erroneous and 
destructive notion of meriting, in the least degree, 
God's favour, and expect to be accepted solely iu 
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on us abundantly, through Jesu 
Saviour; that being justified by 1 
should be made heirs according t( 
eternal life." "Neither is there 
any other; for there is none othc 
heaven given among men, whereby 
saved." 

Faith comes by hearing and per 
truth. While the Apostle, in his j 
Thessalonians, expressly ascribes the 
believer to the operation of Jeh< 
doubtedly declares, "Faith cometl 
and hearing by the Word of God." '. 
works in every part of his vast domi 
works by instruments. To bring < 
complishment of his purposes, he mo 
material and the immaterial — the in 
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safficiency and readiness of Christ to save him. 
This, as we have already observed, must be seen, 
before Jesus can be trusted. To discern it, hear- 
ing or reading the verities of Holy Writ is abso- 
lutely necessary. There is no other medium 
through which it may be gained. The party who 
will neither listen to nor search the Scriptures, 
must remain faithless. He closes the only avonues 
by which the light of the glorious Gospel can have 
access to his mind. 0, how many are doing so ! 
"What numbers shun every person, book, and 
place they imagine will bring the Word before 
them I "While thoy thus act, their case is hopeless. 
To such, with truth, we might say, "Ye put it 
from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of ever- 
lasting life." Be thou not so infatuated. Incline 
tliine ear unto the Bible as the book of the 
greatest moment, read it, praying, " Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law," search it as for hid treasure, 
prize it above fine gold, esteem it sweeter 
to thy taste than honey or even the honey- 
comb, let it dwell in thee richly in all wisdom, 
and, doubtless, thou wilt become "wise unto 
salvation, through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus," and be "thoroughly furnished unto 

m3 ^ 
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PART V. 

THB APPLICATION YOU UAKE TO JEHOVAH TO BE- 
COME YOUB GUIDE SHOULD BE IMMEDIATE. 

Apply now, as the morning of life is freest from 
difficulties. That there are difficulties to prevent 
you ^m yielding yourselyes up to CKkL, none will 
pretend to deny; but that delay wUl diminish 
l^ose difficulties, nobody wiU dare to affirm. The 
inclination you haye to sin, the aversion you feel 
to holiness, the bad habits you may have con- 
tracted, the leanings you have to the world, and 
the control Satan has over you, will not only 
never be weaker than they are at present, but 
will strengthen proportionately as you procrasti- 
nate. Then the freedom of your mind from 
earthly cares, the quickness of your perception, 
the vividness of your imagination, the acuteness 
of your argumentative faculties, the retentiveness 
of your memory, the susceptibility of your heart 
to impressions, the tenderness of your conscience, 
the buoyancy of your spirits, the energies of your 
body, the influence of the truth on your soul, and 
the disposition of the Holy Ghost to aid you, may 
not be greater than they are now. They certaill^P 
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will decline, according to your postponement. 
The devil, your own heart, or an ungodly com- 
panion, may be wicked enough to suggest the 
contrary. But is the suggestion worth a moment's 
consideration ? Did not Eve rue listening to the 
devil's crafty insinuation ? Was not TJzziah ruined 
through leaning to his heart's vain promptings ? 
Hearkened not Samson unto the wily entreaties 
of a bad associate to his cost ? ** If," says Christ, 
"any man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow me." 
The unalterable condition of discipleship consists 
in denying one's self, bearing the cross, and tread- 
ing in Christ's steps. The less painful the denial 
the earlier self is denied ; the lighter the cross 
the sooner it is borne ; the easier the imitation 
the more early Jesus is imitated'. The later you 
begin the longer self is indulged, the more the 
things making up the cross are multiplied, and 
the firmer you are established in your own 
crooked ways ; and, consequently, the more 
afflictive must be self-denial, the heavier the 
cross, and the harder the transcription of oar 
Lord. If, therefore, you consult your own ease 
and safety, you will seize on the passing moment 
for 8abmittiag unto your Creator and Benefactor. 
As, however, there is in most aiisXxitQi^Tks^* 
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ing from an encounter with the obstacles to a 
religious life, and even the notion that thej lessen 
with age, a case or two indicative of the reverse 
shall be prodaoed. The late Br. Clark, of Phila- 
delphia, in a sennon illnstrated the absurdity of 
deferring the work of salvation by the following 
striking fact : He was present on an occasion 
when a most solemn appeal was made to tho 
young to seek Grod without delay ; the preacher 
urging, as a motive^ that should they live to be 
old, difficulties would multiply, and their reluc- 
tance to attend to the subject would increase 
with their years. As tho minister descended 
from the pulpit, at the close of the service, an 
aged man came forward, and, extending his hand 
to him, with much emotion remarked: ^'Sir, 
what you just said is unquestionably true. I 
know it from my own experience. When young, 
I said to myself, I cannot give up the world now, 
but I will by-and-bye, when I have passed the 
meridian of life and begin to sink into the valo 
of years ; then I will become a Christian, then I 
shall be ready to attend to the concerns of my 
soul. Bat here I am : an old man, and not yet 
a Christian. I feel no readiness nor disposition 
to enter upon the work of my salvation. In 
looking back I often feel as though I would give 

A 
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worlds oonld I be placed where I was at twenty ; 
for there were not half the difficulties in my path 
then there are now/' Though tears coursed down 
his cheeks as he gave utterance to these truths, 
the emotions that were stirred up within him, 
like the early dew, soon passed away, leading 
him unreconciled to God. Another, one day, 
taking a child on his knee, entreated him to seek 
God now — to pray to him, and to love him; 
when the little boy, looking up in his face, asked, 
'* But why do not you seek God ?" The old man, 
deeply affected, answered, *' I would, child ; bnt 
my heart is hard — my heart is hard.'* In the 
writer's numerous visits to the sick chamber, he 
has met with much to convince him that, of all 
others, the period of youth is the fittest and the 
least difficult for the surrender of the soul te 
God. While many of the unconverted young 
have given indications that his calls have been 
blessed to them in their last protracted iUnees, 
only one occasionally among the unregenerate M 
has done so. The reason is plain. The yoaihfiil 
had not had their faculties impaired by time, or 
their heart hardened through the deceitfiilnesB of 
sin; the aged had. With rare exceptions, the 
former could hear, and retain, what they heard, 
and were susceptible oi impT^eiiaQnQ^ >L»8i\» ^\S^ 
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latter were partly or wholly deaf, with little or no 
power of retaining that which they did gather 
from his lips, and showed total insensibility to the 
gravest truths pressed on their attention. Some 
of the young he has witnessed die impenitent and 
unbelieving ; but far more of the old. Had you 
seen and heard half he has you would agree with 
him in affirming that neither sickness nor age, 
bat blooming youth, is the season for seeking 
the Lord. Allow his testimony to weigh with 
you, and be at once guided by Jehovah. Delay's 
augmented difficulties and imminent hazard will 
thus be escaped, the pathway homeward made 
less narrow, and heaven rendered more glorious. 

Apply now, since the earlier you start aright the 
more successful mil he your jowrney. We read of 
some scarcely entering the gates of the celestial 
city, and of others having an abundant entrance 
administered unto them — of some shining as the 
brightness of the firmament, and of others shining 
as the stars for ever and ever-— of some sowing 
and reaping sparingly, and of others sowing and 
reaping abundantly. From these expressions, it 
is obvious that all who reach the mansions of their 
Heavenly Father will not be alike honoured. 
There will be distinctions in glory, and those dis- 
tinctions will be r^ulated by the deeds done in 
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the body through grace. As this is the case, the 
sooner you set out for the New Jerusalem the 
longer you will be on the road, and the more 
good you will have the opportunity of doing by 
the way. "We grant that it is not the length, but 
the actions of life that stanap it with importance, 
and that many do far more in a short life than 
others do in a protracted one. Yet, generally 
speaking, those who decide for God in youth have 
the best prospect of accomplishing most for their 
Lord, and are the most frequently selected by him 
for making the largest accessions to his kingdom. 
What an indescribable privilege this ! Should 
not every >oung person covet it? Were it only 
duly considered, no effort or sacrifice would any 
deem too great to make for its attainment. 

Omit seeking after Jehovah till age is begin- 
ning to creep on, and although he may then 
possibly be found of you, the period for effecting 
much for him and his creatures will be irre- 
coverably gone. Hut the harm you will do 
in the meanwhile ! This, perhaps, has not oc- 
curred to you. Or you may fancy that, be your 
course what it might, no one will be the better or 
the worse. If such be your notion, never were 
you more mistaken. KeMttallty is impossible. 
You can neither be Bolilarj not VaaaNlYR^, ^*^ 
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the whole rational universe you are connected, 
and from the nature of your existence you must 
be active. So associated and constituted, you will 
oertainly prove a great and lasting good, or an 
extensive and endless evil. As the members of 
the body are united, so are we ; and as the 
healthy or unhealthy exercise of one member 
gives pleasure or pain to the others, so the right 
or wrong procedure of any of us furthers the 
happiness or the woe of the rest. ** None of us 
liveth to himself" Nothing can be isolated or 
uninfluencing. Matter is related to matter, and 
mind to mind, and each is ever affected by the re- 
lation. From the largest world down to the tiniest 
atom, there is a close connexion and a reciprocal 
influence. Nor is it otherwise with the greatest 
to the smallest being. The various celestial 
bodies are so influenced by one another as to be 
kept in their respective orbits, and the divers 
planetary systems thereby preserved. The par- 
ticles of matter composing the different fiflobes 
exert such attraction on each other as to keep 
together, so as to insure the continuance of those 
globes. The most distant star, while illumining 
attendant orbs, is sending its rays to our earth at 
a speed almost incomprehensible. The doings of 
Jehovah are augmenting the wisdom and parity^ 
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glory and felicity, adoiiration and homage of the 
angelic hosts; rendering rebellious men humble 
and contrite, believing and hopeful, loving and 
obedient, honourable and tranquil; and exciting 
the hatred and opposition, the disappointment and 
nlarm, the shame and anguish, of the fallen spirits. 
The obedience the elect angels rendered to God's 
commands prompted him to reward them with 
perpetual bliss and unfading honours. The de- 
parture of the dissatisfied angels from their own 
habitation, led the Most High to reserve them in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judg- 
ment of the great day. The misery entailed upon 
our race by the fall called forth Jehovah's tender 
compassion and merciful interposition. The in^ 
corrigibility of individuals and nations provokes 
the Almighty to effect their overthrow. The 
faith the penitent reposes in Christ cnicified 
moves God to bestow on him mercy and grace. 
The prayer of the believer nerves the Lord's 
omnipotent arm to defend him, and opens his 
bountiful hand to supply all his need. The 
actions of the holy angels are exercising a bene- 
ficial power on their companions above, and on 
the saints below. The proceedings of the fiends 
extend their dire operations to devils and to men. 
The peniteutisl tear wliic\i dtoi^^ Ixwa. >2si^ «^^ ^ 
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the retaining sinner touches a chord in the heart 
of the hlessed hefore the Throne of God and tbe 
Lamh, and makes the highest heavens resound 
with the melody. "The temptation the Christian 
Buccessfally resists shakes Satan's kingdom to the 
very centre, and fills all hell with dismay. The 
deeds every person is performing, while they tend 
to the formation of his own character, are repro- 
duced by others, and thus he liyes over again in 
them. I^ot a gesture, a look, a word, or an act 
you perform, can fail to produce its own image in 
the youths among whom you are moving. The 
like image they may originate in those coming 
within their circle. This may go on from genera- 
tion to generation, materially altering the cha- 
racter and destiny of numbers throughout time 
and eternity. Why, geologists affirm that the 
rain-drops of showers which fell hundreds of 
thousands of ages ago, have left their own impress 
on our globe, even showing the direction they 
took and the manner in which they struck the 
ground; and that animals which existed long 
before the earth was fitted up for man, haye left 
such traces of themselves behind, in their foot- 
prints on the shores of the estuary which once 
washed the base of Mount Holyoke, in New 
England, and on other parts, as enable the anato* 
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mist to specify the species to which they belong. 
Ah ! and, believe it or not, you will, by your con- 
duct, leavo such impressions on the world of 
mind, as shall empower others ages hence to 
ascertain what sort of persons you were while 
here. 

The behaviour of Adam and Eve has been 
telling on the human family to the present mo- 
ment, and will for ever. Although many cen- 
turies have rolled away since they died, they stiU 
live in their numerous progeny. The marred 
image of God which they bore may be seen in all 
that spring from them. Yes; and that image 
will never cease to be observed, except when 
Christ, the second Adam, restores the Divine 
likeness. What we have said of the first pair 
may, to a certain extent, be asserted of the most 
obscure of their posterity. ** It is," remarks 
Elihu Burritt, *' an old saying, and one of fearful 
and fathomless import, that we are forming cha- 
racters for eternity. i^(>r»itff^ characters ! Whose? 
Oar own? Or others? Both; and in that moment- 
ous fact lies the peril and responsibility of our 
existence. Who is sufficient for the thought? 
Thousands of my fellow- beings will yearly enter 
eternity with characters differing from those they 
would have carried thittieT, YisA \ xkK^^t ^Sl^^j^ 
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The sunlight of that world will reveal my finger- 
marks in their primary formations^ and in their 
successive strata of thought and life. And they, 
too, will form other characters for eternity ; until 
the influence of my existence shall he diffused 
through all future generations of the world, and 
through all that shall he future to a certain 
point in the world to come. As a little silvery, 
circular ripple, set in motion hy the falling 
pebble, expands from its inch of radius to the 
whole compass of the pool ; so there is not a child, 
not an infant Moses, placed, however softly, in 
his bulrush ark upon the sea of time, whose 
existence does not stir a ripple, gyrating outward 
and on, until it should have moved across and 
spanned the whole ocean of God's eternity, stir- 
ring even to the river of life and the fountains at 
which angels drink.'' 

Then the injury you will do, while pursuing 
a wrong track, you may not be able to rectify. 
Anxiously as some have striven to reclaim the 
persons whom they misled, when following the 
leadings of their own corrupt passions, they have 
not succeeded. We have a remarkable instance 
of this in the life of the Eev. Richard Cecil, before 
he became a true follower and faithful preacher 
of Jesus Christ. His biographer says : '^ He was 
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suffered to proceed to awful lengths in infide 
The natural daring of his mind allowed hii 
do nothing by halves. Into whateyer societ; 
enlisted himself he was its leader. He bee 
even an apostle of infidelity — anxious to ba 
the scruples of more cautious minds, and to c 
them all lengths with his own. And he wai 
successful. In after life, he has met more 
one of these converts, who have laughed at a 
affectionate attempts to pull down the f 
erected too much by his own hands." Since 
were his endeavours, they proved utterly frui 
Moreover, if you continue in the broad ro 
destruction till you have almost finished 
earthly career, you will not only do an incn 
able amount of mischief, but have no ohanci 
for even attempting the reparation of that mi8( 
The season for trying to check the ba 
tendencies of false steps, or for striving to ] 
the best of life's journey, will have glided by 
to return. ''The conversion to God of ai 
man,'' says the Eev. T. Binney, '' is nothin 
comparison to the early conversion or deciait 
the young. The old man has done his wo 
evil, of commission or neglect — his influenoc 
ffone forth, and has shed or borne its fruits- 
Jila late repentance, aono^, oiiA i«LV^ - 
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they magr lead to his own personal salvation, oan 
do little to repair the effects of his example, and 
nothing to give him back the opportunities he has 
lost Life is lying, in all its extent, broad and 
open, before the young, and they may advance 
to its cultivation in such a spirit as to leave it 
behind them like * the garden of the Lord.' The 
object is worthy a sanctified ambition. The de- 
sire to achieve it will be met by the gracious appro- 
bation of God ; while ' the supply of the Spirit of 
Christ Jesus,' sought by prayer, will rip^i the 
desire into resolve, and crown that resolve with 
success ! " 0, have you not enough in the fore- 
going to cause you to dread venturing any further 
unguided of God, and to draw from your inmost 
soul the cry, *' My Father, conduct me into the 
way of righteousDess," and '' hold up my goings in 
thy paths, that my footsteps slip not ? '' When 
consequences so stupendous depend on your move- 
ments, is it prudent or generous to defer in the 
least placing yourselves under his direction? 
Surely, if indifferent to your own present and 
future interests, the consideration that you may be 
the means of misleading and ruining many, by 
daring longer to proceed without Divine guidance, 
ought to constrain you henceforth to accept the 
Lord's kind offers, and to look to him to order 



le of telliDg the evil you n_ 
[perpetrating, or the good yoa will be enaoieu 
[oomplish, as here neither can be fallj traced. 
the beneficent Creator, whose solioitade fo« 
well-being infinitely exceeds that of the 
st tender parent, who only knows how vast a 
fssing or extensive a curse yoa can become, and 
whom alone is your indispensable help, so im« 
fess you with the momentousness of your eyery 
lep, both to yourselves and others, as to disposf 
^ou at once to take him for your sole guide ; anr 
lo his name shall be all the praise, through Jesi 
Christ. 

Apply now, as the season of youth is most cri 
9al. It is characterised by thorough inexperien 
[considerable thoughtlessness, impatience of c 
rol, much self-sufficiency, great ardour, sb 

^vnectations, non- suspicions. 
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reputation, blighted their earthly hopes, under- 
mined their health, embittered their lives, brought 
them to a premature grave, and shroudei their 
future prospects in thick darkness. The young 
man Absalom early took a false step, and recovered 
not his footing, but went on stumbling, till he fell 
never to rise. He ventured into the delusive path 
of self -admiration, was allured onward, and 
perished. Having a handsome personal appear- 
ance, he grew vain of himself. After being drawn 
by his vanity into the commission of the greatest 
enormities, the beautiful locks, in which he so much 
gloried, served as the occasion of his death. As 
he was fleeing from his pursuers, his long hair 
caught in the boughs of an oak, suspended him 
between earth and heaven, as unworthy of either, 
and prevented his escape. Providentially hanged 
on a tree, God thereby seemed to pronounce him 
accursed. His fate was not more uncommon than 
were his crimes. Behoboam betimes entered upon 
a track which proved disastrous to him in both 
worlds. He yielded to a rash and domineering 
spirit, and chose associates of the same stamp. 
On the throne of his father Solomon becom- 
ing vacant, he, instead of listening to the pru- 
dent and safe advice of the old men whom he 
eonsolted, and granting the reasonable demands 
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short their own days, and went down to the 
regions of the dead without the cheering anticipa* 
tion of a joyful resurrection. !N"ever will he 
forget the anguish of a fond, godly father, on his 
son being detected in pilfering, or the youth's 
confusion, on his sin finding him out. Could you 
only have seen the broken-hearted and humbled 
parent and the confounded and ruined youth, you 
would instinctively have shrunk from proceeding 
any further alone, and immediately have put 
yourselves under Jehovah's guidance. 

If there be one period of our existence in which 
we need Divine counsel more than in another, it 
is the period of youth. The steps taken then 
mostly determine our fortunes for both worlds; 
and where they are not directed by the providence 
and grace of God, they serve, for the causes 
specifiled, to be so false as to endanger our temporal 
and eternal interests. We read of a Joseph, a 
Samuel, a David, an Asa, a Josiah, a Timothy, 
entering upon life, not leaning to their own 
understanding, but committing their way unto the 
Lord, and we see them surmounting difficulties, 
overcoming temptations, enduring afflictions, 
rising to affluence, attaining to high earthly 
honours, becoming extensive blessings, living 
many years, and dying in the assurance of eternal 



b^inDing life with a capital of 
present and fatnre world, but w 
God before their eyes, and we bel 
a prej to glaring yioes, subvert 
of thousands, tarnishing their o^ 
ing themselves through with m 
tailing their existence, expiring 
stances the most repulsive, and 
time into eternity beneath an < 
unpardoned iniquity. Not few 
sex might be singled out as eq 
of the truth under notice, but enc 
been adduced. Oh ! which of yi 
foregoing without instantly cryi 
be thou the guide of my youth ? 
Apply now, as God has prescri 
" from this time," used in the t 
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should have gathered as much from the hazard to 
which youth exposes you, from the immediateness 
of God's claims upon you, from the uncertainty of 
life, and from the wisdom, benevolence, and pity 
of the Lord God. But the Most High does not 
leave us merely to infer it. He positively states 
that his time is now. "Behold, now is the 
accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion." ''Acquaint now thyself with -him, and 
be at peace : thereby good shall come unto thee." 
" To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of 
temptation in the wilderness ; when your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw my works forty 
years. Wherefore I was grieved with that genera- 
tion, and said, they do alway err in their heart ; 
and they have not known my ways. So I sware 
in my wrath, they shall not enter into my rest." 
Independently, therefore, of all advantages ac- 
cruing to yourselves from an instantaneous appli- 
cation to him for guidance, duty insists on it, as 
it is his injunction. 

Furthermore, God's plan has ever been to require 
the first of everytbing. The firstborn, both of men 
and of animals, were to be consecrated to him. 
On his altar had to be placed the choicest of the 
flocks and of the cattle. To him were to be pre- 



Benred. Wliere nis reqairemenu aru mub, 
cording to promiisei bestows the most signaJ 
ings. The Jews, while lespondiDg to his 
found their sons as plants in a fruitfdl soil, 
ing up in vigour and courage, virtue and 
usefulness and honour ; their daughte: 
polished corner-stones, which adorn and 
the parts of a splendid edifice, proving by 
and industry, prudence and amiability, n 
and religbn, the ornament and bond of 
their gamers filled, affording all manner of 
their sheep bringing forth thousands and 
thousands in their streets ; and thei 
rendered strong to labour. ISor will y 
him otherwise than bountiful and gracioui 
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'* *Tinll save us from a tboasand snares, 
To mind religion young ; 
Grace will preserve our following years, 
And make our virtue strong.'* 

The Father of Mercies will not only keep your 
life from being stained, distressed, and shortened 
by vice, but render it holy and happy, nseftil and 
honourable. Prom how much evil did he save 
the pious youths Joseph and Daniel ! To what 
heights of glory he raised them ! Others early 
deciding for him he has not less favoured. In- 
deed, Jehovah has always specially regarded and 
blessed those who have hearkened to his voice, and 
given themselves to him in their youth. 
decide then betimes for the Lord ! Not another 
moment withhold your heart from him. He has 
an indisputable right to, and richly deserves, the 
best of your being. You will be no losers either 
here or hereafter. Sow and foster the seeds of 
godliness in your youth, and you are sure to be 
privileged to gather in abundance the fruits of 
peace and joy, honour and glory, throughout 
manhood, in old age, and to all eternity. Let 
your youth slip, and though you may, in after 
life, scatter the same seed, you will not possibly 
enjoy the same quantity of fruit on earth or in 

2 
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heaven. None ever lamented having begun ta. 
serve God soon ; but hundreds, yea, myriads, hav^. 
greatly sorrowed that they did not commence 
serving him till late. The last days of not a few- 
have been embittered by the painful remembranee^ 
and sad effects of their youthful impiety. Twe 
aged disciples chanced to meet. One of them wa» 
eighty-seven years old. "Well," inquired the 
younger, of his fellow-pilgrim, " how long have 
you been interested in religion ?" " Fifty years/* 
was the old man's reply. "Have you ever re- 
gretted that you began when young to devote 
yourself to religious matters ?'* "0 no," said he, 
and the tears trickled down his furrowed oheeksi 
" I cry when I think of the sins of my youth ; it 
is this which makes me weep now." A man of 
eighty, who had been a Christian fifty or sixty 
years, was asked if he grieved that he had become 
a disciple of Christ. "No," replied he; "if I 
grieve for any thing, it is that I did not become 
a Christian before." For half a century a female 
of ninety had been hoping in Christ. While 
sickening unto death a pious friend paid her a 
visit. In the course of conversation she said, 
" Tell all the children that an old woman, who is 
just on the borders of eternity, is very much 
troubled that she did not begvii \a \cn^ V^^^vsf\sm 
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-when a child. Assure them youth is the time to 
«6rve the Lord." " I did not," remarked a man 
of seventy-six, " become a follower of Jesus till I 
was forty-five ; and I often have to tell God that 
I have nothing to bring him but the dregs of old 
age." Another, between sixty and seventy, said, 
" I hope I became a disciple of the Lord Jesus 
when I was seventeen ;" and he burst into tears 
as he added, '' there is nothing which causes me 
so much distress as to think of those seventeen 
years — some of the very best portions of my life— 
which I devoted to sin and the world." Ah! 
and unless you at once comply with God's will, 
and cry unto him as your reconciled Eather in 
Christ crucified, and henceforth do his bidding, 
you will, if spared, have before very long to bear 
a similar testimony. The reverse can only be 
insured by immediate, unreserved, and constant 
compliance with the Divine directions. 

Apply now, as you ha/ve no right to appoint a 
period. Our title to time, as well as to other 
blessings, was conditional. *' Obey the moral law,' * 
says the sacred statute«book, " and thou shalt live ; 
and the soul that will not shall surely die." Not 
having abided by this condition, we have forfeited 
our claim. The future, conseqaently, is not ours, 
only the present. All the remainder is God's. 

o 3 



but be is not bound to do so, and to p 
were, or to count on more than we a 
possession of, is to be very presumptuoi 
were tbe future ours, it would not 
yinoe to arrange when God shall guid 
can nerer remunerate him. The p 
craves gratuitous advice does not yen 
tate to the physician when he sha 
waits on him at the hour he appc 
does a criminal, who sues for pardon, 
fix the day or the terms on which 
bestowed, but is thankful to have i1 
how his sovereign chooses. Arrogs 
grateful, then, would you be, were j 
entreating heavenly direction. 

Many, very many, it is true, rec 
future as though it were theirs, and ( 
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the due reward of their presumption and ingrati- 
tude. To no particular class are they confined. 
They rank among persons of every age and con- 
dition. Some in the hloom of youth do not hesi- 
tate to say, we will think ahout religion after we 
have seen a little more of the world, and are 
settled in life. Others, in their prime, make no 
Bcruple of affirming that they cannot attend to 
their spiritual concerns until they have done with 
the hurry and drive of husiness, the toils and 
anxieties of office, or the cares and solicitudes of 
a family, and are grown old. Not a few amongst 
the aged never care to cloak their purpose still 
to postpone attention to religious matters. Yes ; 
and no small numher even go so far as to give 
unmistakeahle indications of having fixed on the 
dying hour for preparing to meet God. Like the 
wicked judge, who trembled at the preaching of 
a prisoner, they all have in their own eye a 
convenient season ; but that season is always in 
futurity. It is by-and-bye or to-morrow, a period 
Satan suggests, with a view to making sure the 
soul's destruction — ^a period sinners unwarrant- 
ably calculate on — a period exceedingly uncertain 
to every one — a period most favourable to the 
increase of hell's miserable inhabitants ; and not 
now or to-day, the time God appoints in order to 
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insure our aalvation — the time we actoall; pn 
— the time alone certain to na — the time 
fitted for Bwelling heaven's exulting hosts, 
to be wondered at if moh, like Felix, pass i 
vithoat finding the said anticipated conre: 
season ? FoKow not in their steps, lest yo 
found at last with them, vainly bewailing 
folly, in perdition. Instead of lingering ai 
the ungodly, or wishfully looking hock on 
allurements, thankfully seize npon the pr 
for insuring Jehovah's kind proffers, knowing 
yours will be the advantage thronghont li. 
death, in the judgmeut-day, and to all et«mi 
Apply nine, at Ood may not he willing to r 
you at your time. While it would be h 
culpable to drop a word whioh might discoi 
any &om searchiDg after their Kaker, it wou 
most derogatory to Qod, and extremely hazai 
to man, to convey the notion that Jehovah i 
diffierent as to when he is sought, so long as 
sought. It is possible so to exhibit the iril 
ness of God to welcome returning wanderers, 
produce an impression that, trifle with hi 
we may, he will not reject ns — an impre 
egregiously incorrect, God-dishonouring, and 
deluding. The favoiitekhle o^i^KKtinitiM fop 
iag the Almighty, w^Acb. ^re e.fEtn&fi&. \a 
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individual, are rarely or ever repeated if slighted. 
The Bible proclaims as much. ''Seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found ; call ye upon him 
while he is near." ** Because I have called and 
ye refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no 
man regarded ; but ye have set at nought aU my 
counsel, and would none of my reproof: I also 
will laugh at your calamity ; I will mock when 
your fear cometh; when your fear cometh as 
desolation, and your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh 
upon you. Then shall they call upon me, but I 
will not answer; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me; for that they hated 
knowledge, and did not choose the fear of the 
Lord ; they would none of my counsel ; they de- 
spised all my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of 
the fruit of their own way, and be filled with 
their own devices. For the turning away of the 
simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools 
shall destroy them." " And when Jesus was 
come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, 
saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least 
in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
peace ! but now they are hid from thine eyes. 
For the days shall come upon thee, that thine 
enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and com- 




children within thee; and they shaU 
in thee one stone upon another; be 
knewest not the time of thj yisitation. 
Daring the sanuner of 1824, Lydia 
an accomplished and beantifol young la 
in spirits, the ornament of her circL 
admired, and the daughter of pious pa 
of the New England States, had do* 
impressions, with the feeling that it 
to neglect godliness any longer. She 
she reasoned, she prayed, and finally 
repent and accept the offer of eahatio 
close of that day. Bat, what witfa 
pleasures, company and business, the 
her almost as thoughtless as she hi 
months. The next morning she h 
convictions, saw her guilt more clet 
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before. Thus she went on resolving and re- 
resolving, determined to become a Christian ; bat 
her resolutions being postponed to a more distant 
period, she gradually relapsed into her former 
unconcern. Some three or four months after 
this, she was seized with a mortal sickness which 
lasted only five days, and which none imagined 
would terminate in death tiU about eight hours 
prior to her dissolution. When informed at early 
dawn she was likely to die she appeared awfully 
surprised. The fatal resolution, as she called it, 
which she had formed about the same time of the 
day, a few months before, was by the opening 
twilight brought afresh to her mind, and added 
not a little to her distraction. She saw herself 
on the brink of eternity — a hardened sinner — her 
Saviour slighted — the Spirit grieved and gone ! 
"What could she do ? The blood was beginning 
to stagnate, the lungs to falter! Feeble and 
exhausted, she raised her despairing eyes, and 
summoned every energy to pray. Oh, what 
agony did that prayer express ! She cried, she 
begged for mercy, till she swooned away. As 
consciousness raUied, she recommenced praying, 
and once more fainted. On reviving she entreated 
the firiends gathered round the bed to pray for 
her ; and accordingly all knelt, while one engaged 
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reply, he cried out in agony, "I know I shall 
not be forgiven ; I shall die in my sins !" " For 
what reason ? " I inquired. " At twenty-one/ * he 
responded, " I became convinced I was a sinner. 
Intimate with a number of young men, and 
ashamed for them to know that I felt anxious 
about my soul, I read my Bible and prayed in 
secret every day for five or six weeks. After- 
wards I said in my heart, one day, I wiU put this 
subject off till I am married and settled in life, 
and then I will attend to my soul's salvation ; 
but I knew that I was doing wrong. After my 
settlement in the world, I thought of the resolu- 
tion I had made, and of my solemn promise to 
make my peace with God ; but as I had no dis- 
position to do so, I again said in my heart, I will 
delay ten years, and then prepare to die. The 
time oame, and I remembered my promise ; but 
I had no special anxiety about my everlasting 
welfare. Then did I afresh postpone, and resolve 
that if God would spare me through another term 
of years I would certainly attend to the concerns 
of my soul. God spared me ; but I continued in 
my sins ; and now I see my awful situation — I 
am lost. I am persuaded I sinned against the 
Holy Ghost at one-and-twenty, and that I have 
lived sixty years since my day of grace was past. 
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There is no pardon for me." When asked if 
prayer should be offered on his behalf, he 
answered, " Yes, but it will do me no good ;" so 
fearfully certain was he of destruction. In this 
state he continued for months. All attempts to 
urge him to accept of redemption were in vain. 
The blighting sentiment, "it will do no good/* 
was ever first in his thoughts. His feeling was 
not that of sorrow for past iniquity, but dread of 
its future punishment. He died as he had lived. 
Instances like these just quoted and somewhat 
abridged, come under the notice of most long in 
the Christian ministry. Immediately, therefore, 
fall in with God's gracious offer — 

" Lest, slighted once, the season fair 
Should never be renewed." 

Apply now, as you may not he permitted to tee 
the future. Nothing is more uncertain than life, 
yet nothing is more reckoned upon. Nobody 
would suppose, from the carriage of people in 
general, they ever had the most distant thought 
of dying. They talk, make engagements, lay 
their schemes, "buy and sell, and get gain," 
plant and build, store up wealth, and extend their 
domains, as though they were to live here always. 
But "what is your life? It is even a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, au^>i!li'Wi^^\a^<2i^3s!k. 
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away." Hjw soon the scorching heat of disease 
absorbs it, or the sudden blasts of accident dis- 
perse it! Invaluable as it is, what with dis- 
tempers and casualties, it may be snatched from 
you at any instant. Many who were your com- 
panions are no more. Hardly was it the morning 
of life with them ere their sun went down, and the 
shadows of the night of death thickened upon 
them ; yet they bid as fair to see the meridian of 
life as you. What has occurred to them may 
occur to you or to any of your associates. A 
friend once pressed on a young lady of fifteen the 
importance of thinking of religion, " When 
older," was the reply, "I will think of it. 
While young I intend to enjoy the world." She 
was reminded of the uncertainty of life ; but she 
only appeared displeased, and repeated her resolu- 
tion. In about three weeks afterwards that 
friend attended her funeral! Her's is not a 
solitary case. The like is of frequent occurrence, 
and calls upon the most youthful to give instant 
attention to their eternal interests. 

Furthermore, you are left entirely in the dark 
as to when, how, or whc^re will be your depar- 
ture. From you the whole is completely hidden. 
Your death may be sudden or lingering, near or 
distant, at home or abroad. Jehovah only knows. 

p 2 
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Ill wisdom, and oat of kindness, lie has not let 
you into the secret. By leaving you certain of 
the last enemy's coming, but uncertain as to tiie 
manner, time, and place of his approach, the 
Almighty adopts an excellent method of securing 
to you the best of lives, the happiest of deaths, 
and the highest honours beyond the grave, and 
spares you much mental pain. For an acquaint- 
ance with the nature, period, and locality of your 
dissolution, would not only furnish a strong 
inducement to delay the things which make for 
your peace, but increasingly embitter your exist- 
ence. Hence, exposed as you must be to fatal 
accidents and deadly maladies, dying as many 
juvenile persons do before your eyes, and igno- 
rant as you are of everything relative to your own 
end except its certainty, is it at all prudent to 
leave soul concerns to a future which may never 
be yours ? True, you may have no premonitory 
symptoms of early or speedy decay. You are 
healthy, and the king of terrors in every form 
seems far, far away ; yet neither health flowing 
through your veins, nor life feeling as if intermin- 
able, is any guarantee that you will be privileged 
with length of days. Sometimes sickness is 
nearest when seemingly healthiest, and the grim 
messenger Highest wlien ap^axeiiW.^ i«x^<»ik\» ^j&» 
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Some have felt exceedingly well just before the 
summons has come for them to close their earthly 
career. "No sooner did the rich man, whose 
ground brought forth plentifully, conclude to 
enlarge and fill his granaries, and determine for 
himself many years of carnal ease and pleasure, 
than *' God said unto him. Fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee ; then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast provided ? So 
is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not rich toward God." A long future was 
counted on, not for spiritual purposes, only for 
sensual delights; but in an hour or two it was 
closed. Be wise, therefore, and now apply unto 
Jehovah, and thus insure your eternal safety. 
" Boast not thyself of to-morrow ; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth." 

Apply now, as nothing can compensate you 
should you miss your way and perish. The journey 
on which you have set out is unlike all others. It 
can only be gone once, and your eternal weal 
or woe depends on it. The traveller who is mis- 
taken in his route, may take another, and be suc- 
cessful. But you cannot, if yours happen to be 
so. You must undergo the dreadful consequences. 
This it is which stamps your life with such im- 
portance. If you fail in any undertaking here, 
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you may try again, and succeed ; but if you fail 
in the grand design of existence, you fail for ever. 
Nothing is before you but an eternity fraught 
with shame, contempt, and misery. For instance, 
if the attempts you make to acquire knowledge 
perchance to be unsuccessful, you may, by resort- 
ing to other methods, attain your object ; if you 
should ultimately set up in business, and, through 
some mismanagement, be unable to go on, you 
may, by adopting better plans, begin afresh, and 
do well ; if you, by any neglect or excess, loose 
your health, you may, by the use of proper 
restoratives, regain that health ; or if you, through 
acting improperly, forfeit your reputation, you 
may, by amendment, recover it; but if you miss 
the great end of being, you wiU never have 
another chance of securing that end. There wiU be 
no coming back to rectify mistakes, to undo what 
ought not to have been done, and to do that which 
has been left undone. The deeds of a life cannot, 
like figures on a slate, be rubbed out, and others 
substituted . No ; they have a being in the characters 
they have helped to form, which defies annihilation. 
But, even supposing the actions performed in 
the body could be wiped out, none are permitted 
to re-live for the purpose. Do you think this 
hard ? There are many ttiVn^^ m VJaa ^^t^s^so^ 
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state that are analt^ns. If the seaBon of youth 
be wasted or yltiated, maohood throughout vill 
suffer, and no opportnmtf vill arUe in which to 
avert the sad effects. If improved, the reverse 
will be the case. The former aa really gires tbe 
cast to the latter, as this life does to the next; 
nor is there another opportunity afforded in the 
one instance any more than there is in tJie other. 
In the history of most, chances occur for better- 
ing their worldly circumstances, which, if allowed 
to slip unimproved, do not returo. To a certain 
extent peraons may trifle with their health, with- 
out fatal results following, but if they only go 
beyond that limit their conatitution becomes 
broken np, and they die prematurely, or drag oat 
a. sickly, miserable existence. Means which in 
times past recovered them prove of no avail. 
Individuals may misbehave to a certain degree, 
and reaecure their standing in aoeiety; but if 
they once overstep the bound, they can never 
again obtain their footing. Their character is 
irretrievably gone. Let not, then, any considera- 
tion deter you from directly crying, " My Father, 
be thou the guide of my youth ; " " for what shall 
it profit a man, if he gain the whole world, and 
loose bis own soul? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for bis sonl i" 



CONCLUSION. 

Whatever befalls (he refeeters of the Di\ 
only themselves will they have to hlaim 
their demeanour as they may, God's 
considerate, pressing, and free proffers 
bly recur to their minds, whenevei 
lights upon them, and fill their souls 
upbraidings. Unprovoked adversity mai 
hut who can bear self- reproaching c 
Oh ! hearken, then, unto Jehovah, lest 
" to mourn at the last, when thy fles 
body are consumed, and say. How ha' 
instruction, and my heart despised re 
have not obeyed the voice of my tet 
inclined mine ear to them that instruct 
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servant heareth." Let no consideration prove a 
hindrance. For " thus saith the Lord, thy Ee- 
deemer, the Holy One of Israel ; I am the Lord 
thy God, which teacheth thee to profit, which 
leadeth thee hy the way that thou shouldest go." 
Only jfrom this time ohey his voice, and " walk 
in his ways," and " happy shalt thou be, and it 
shall be well with thee." " Thy light shall rise 
in obscurity, and thy darkness be as the noon- 
day : and the Lord shall guide thee continually, 
and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy 
bones : and thou shalt be like a watered garden, 
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail 
not." " Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror 
by night ; nor for the arrow that flieth by day : 
nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness : 
nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. 
A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand 
at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh 
thee. There shall no evil befall thee, neither 
shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." 
''When thou liest down, thou shalt not be 
afraid ; yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep 
shall be sweet." In the night the Lord's song 
shall be with thee; in the morning thou shalt 
sing of his mercy ; and in the daytime he will 
show thee his lovingkindness. " Whatsoever 



shall be in thy house." Thine ''hon 
exalted with honour." Thy peace si 
a river. "And the years of thy lif 
many." Whenever thy sky be overcasi 
clouds of a£9.ictLon, and it will. He wb 
trol of the winds shall blow upon those ( 
they shall be dispersed. '' He shall deli 
six troubles; yea, in seven there shi 
touch thee." In the hour of tempi 
Captain of Salvation will render timely 
Lord shall be thy confidence, and diall 
foot from being taken." ''Thou sha] 
thy way safely, and thy foot shall not 
Thy path shall be that of the just, wh: 
the shining light, which shineth more 
unto the perfect day." While pressii 
thou shalt bless and be blessed. By 
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tread tbe gloomy vale of death there shall be no 
dismay. Confidently and calmly shalt thou say, 
as thou enterest and proceedest along it, '' Though 
I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil ; for thou art with me ; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me." The resur- 
rection morn shall be hailed with unspeakable 
delight. On that mom thou shalt wake up after 
Christ's likeness, with a body fashioned like unto 
his glorious body. The trump of the mighty 
God, which vrill arouse all the dead from their 
slumbers, announce the coming of the Son of Man 
to judgment, fill the wicked with inexpressible 
terror, and constrain them to strive to hide them- 
selves from the face and wrath of the Judge, shall 
excite in thy breast indescribable ecstasy, and 
prompt the utterance of the rapturous words, 
" Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, 
and he will save us : this is the Lord ; we have 
waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his 
salvation." At the dread bar of the Eternal all 
shall issue favourably. The Xing shall publicly 
own thee, the gates of the celestial city shall be 
thrown open, and they from within shall say, 
'* Come in thou blessed of the Lord ;" the great 
Deliverer from Sion shall present thee before the 
throne of God, perfect and " with exceeding joy ;" 



bis boflom, dry eyeiy tear, adora th] 
immortal hoDovan^ make thee to ait 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, a 
prophets in his kingdom, and folly 
largest desires throughout eternity. V 
heavenly world, the retrospective and 
view shall alike fill thee with wonde 
praise. As thou lookest back on "i 
which the Lord thy Gbd led thee," th* 
that though he conducted thee by < 
knewest not, and in paths thou didst 
''He hath done all things well;" a 
lookest forward to all that is before 
shalt be ready to exclaim, '* Behold, tl 
not told me!" 

If, however, thou refuse, it will a 
ill with thee. Nothing may be antici 
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skies and perpetual banisliment to the doleful 
regions of hell, aggravated by the ever-recurring 
thought that the very reverse might have been 
the case, had due deference been paid to the 
gracious offers of the Most High. This, awful as 
it may seem, is not overstated. Turning to the 
revealed page we find it declares that " the way 
of transgressors is hard," that " they shall stumble 
in their walk" and "fall into mischief," that 
** the wicked is snared in the work of his own 
hands," "holden with the cords of his sins," and 
" taken captive by the devil at his will," that 
" he shall be only oppressed and spoiled ever- 
more," that " a dreadful sound is in his ears," 
and "terrors are upon him" — ^terrors which 
" shall make him afraid on every side, and shall 
drive him to his feet," that "the wicked flee, 
when no man pursueth," that " the wicked man 
travaileth in pain all his days," that " there is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked," that " the 
expectations of the wicked shall perish," that 
" shame shall be the promotion of fools," that 
" one sinner destroyeth much good," that " the 
years of the wicked shall be shortened," that 
"the wicked is driven away in his wickedness," 
that at Christ's second appearing "the unjust" as 
well as the just, " shall come forth from their 
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graves/' and ** shall wail becaase of him/' l^t 
'' the Lord will not at all acquit the wicked/' thai 
he will say unto them, "I never knew you; 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity/' that 
** they shall go away into everlasting punishment/' 
and that the rejecters of the counsels of God 
against themselves shall be ''without excuse" 
and " speechless/' feeling " how often the Saviour 
would have gathered them together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings/' and 
guided their '' feet into the way of peace/' and 
they " would not/' and " all iniquity shall stop 
her mouth/' or if she speak, only echo the senti- 
ment of the song of the redeemed before the throne, 
'* great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King 
of saints. liVho shall not fear thee, Lord, and 
glorify thy name ? for thou only art holy . . . 
. . . and thy judgments are made manifest." 
may the Holy Ghost through Christ Jesus so 
indelibly impress the foregoing on thy mind as to 
prove at once and for ever a sufficient inducement 
unto thee not only entirely to avoid walking " in 
the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes," but wholly to follow the Lord 
that thou majest escape all these things and be 
accounted ''worthy to stand "\>^ioT^ >i)cvb ^^tl 
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of Man;" and to the triune Jehovah shall be all 
the glory ! 



THE BIBLE. 

What is this world P A wildering maze, 
Where sin hath tracked ten thousand ways, 

Her victims to ensnare ; 
All broad, and winding, and aslope, 
All tempting with perfidious hope, 

And ending in despair. 

Millions of pilgrims throng these roads. 
Bearing their baubles or their loads 

Down to eternal night, 
One humble path that never bends, 
Narrow and rough and steep ascends^ 

From darkness into light. 

And is there no guide to show that path P— 
The Bible I He alone who hath 

The Bible need not stray. 
But he who hath and will not give 
That heavenly guide to all that live. 

Himself shall lose the way. 
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